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hj   Jaffl83  Polke.   jPrasented  to  Mrs.  pJichel, 
Hattie,  Florence,  Delia,  Heater  and  Eva  Polka, 
to  perpetuate  the  names  of  our  revered  grand- 
father and  other  noble  men  .and  waiien  of  Kentucky 
and  Indiana  Territory.   1886. 
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,,-,  Lexin:/,ton  Ky .   April    I'c  1911  ^IP  / 


.  Dofu-  Sir-        /  /•    /.    V 

I  OKI  a"bou^ 'cloolni.:  up  work  on  uiy   history  of  the  Polk 
fwnily,and  it  will  aoon  go  to  preoo  .Before  cloBlng  T  thouf^ht  j   w   , 
would  try  once  more  to  dii';  up  you  Cloverport  descendants  of 
Capt.  Oharleu  Polk,  the  one  who  cm;ie  to  Kentucky  In  L780  and  settled 
in  Noloon  county,  and  have  you  to  answer  roll-Cdll.I  wrote  to  ^.jl 
Clo^^erport  and  alao  to  Polk's  Bottom  Perry  County  Ind.  soii.e 
years  ago  asking  for  a  11:^  of  tne  Polk's  there,  their  births 
deaths  and  marriages, and  iny  other  information  concernini;  them. 
I  received  no  reply  and  if  I  do  not  hear  soon  your  nar:.es  will 
be  left  out  of  tne  book. It  will  cost  you  nothins  but  posta^re  to 
give  me   the  data  I  want. The  record  aoi:.mencea  with  h,e  arrival 
In  JJid.  in  167^  of  Cupt .  Robt.  Bruce  Polk  and  wife  Magdalene, 
he-dieing  there  in  IVOR, she  in  1787.  His  children  were  .first 
John,ri  William,;'!  KphruLiidny  ancestor), 4  JaJneo,5  Robert ,  6  Pavid, 
7  Joseph,  8  Martha,  9  Ann.  I  trace  back  to  both  Ephraiu.  and 
Joseph.  'Ephraiin  Ist  (third  son  ofBbert  and  ?.!agdalcne)  had 
KphraiinP.d  who  had  Kphraim  .■-}d,iriy  grandfather , who  cujne  from  Sussex 
county  Delaware  in  3793  to  Scott  county  Kentucky  .' V.'illitun  Polk, 
econd  son  of  Robert  Polk  by  a  first  wife  had  Charles  and  Willioin. 
Churlos  born  about  IVlO  beciu;iy  an  Indian  trader  on  the  Maryland 
frontier. He  died  17  53  and  left  G  children:  1  Sarah, :'.V/i  11  iiun,  3 
EdQ.und,lThoma3,  o  Charles, 6  John. This  Charles  wao  Captain  Oiiarles 
Po]k  who- cai^ie  to  Kentuchy  in  1780,v/ith  those  brothers  aettlinj: 
in  Nelaon.  You  have  no  doubt  hears  of  the  capture  of  Captuln 
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Charles  Polk'u  ftti;ii]y  by  the  Indiana  in  September  17?:- .His 

i 
brother  Ediriund  died  In  Nelson  ("bounty  but  o,  lot  of  his  descendants 

went  to  Indiana.  In  eurly  dayu,  amon;:^  thoiu  Rev.  Charles  Polk 
riin:;ibor  of  the  Indiana  Constitutional  Convention  from  "Perry  county, 
Ca])tain  Willi^u.)  Polk  was  also  a  member  of  that  convention  from 
•Knox  county.  The  greater  part  of  the  Indiana  PolkB  , however, 
are  deacendantu  of  Captain  Charles  Polk  v/ho  went  there  in  lfi08, 
after  ervin-3  his  time  out  as  kentucky  Repreyentative  froL-. 
Breclcinridtse  county. He  died  near  Vinoenneu  in  1835;wao  born  in 
Md.  in  17^i4  and  married  Delilah  Tyler  "of  Virginia  in  1774. 
Is  there  not  Polka  at  TobinaiDort  Indiana?Tf  so  give  me  some  of 
the  addresses  if  you  know  them.  Wy  data  on  hands  foryoura 
llivdH   followingrSally  Ann  Polk  aieter  of  Aaron  Polk,  Clovei'port 
Ky .  Robert  Polk,  Grocer  Cloverport  Ky .  if  you  dont  care  enough  a 
about  your  ftxjr.ily  hiatory  to  answer  this  letter  ,hand  it  to  some 
v/o.'.uin  who  is  posted.  The  data  I  have  will  enable  any  of  the  polk 
women  to  Join  the  D.A.R.  if  they  wish  and  the  li.en  to  Join 
the  Sons  of  the  Revolution.  V/ake  up  if  you  please  and  ano^/er 
roll  call  . 

Yours  Truly 

V,'. H.Polk 
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DlHtingiiished  La\vyai'8  •—  Kentucky/ 

Henry  Clay 
J.  J.    Orittendon 
Joseph  Davis 
Haniphen  Marshall 
Felix  Grundy 

Bledsoe 

Brackinridge      .  .   '  , 

Sharp,  etc.  oto. 
Joseph  Marshall,  etc.     ..  •        , 

Lawyers  of  Indiana  Territory. 
G.  R.  C.  Sullivan  .,  •  .  Vincennes 
G-.  w.  Johnson, Sam  Judah     " 
yoses  Tabbs   John  Lav     •   ,  ' 
Henry  Hurot   A.  T.  Ellis 
Benj,  Park    R.  N.  CaiTnan 
J.  G.  B07/rnan 

William  H.  Harrison,  Territorial  Covornor 
Jonathan  Jennings^ 
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-3" 


*  rroia  the  Lives  and  Cravas  of  the  Presldente  of  the  United  States 
published  at  Ohicago,  page  312<»" 
1884o 
Ancestry  of  the  Families  of  the 
"PolXs"  etc. 


ANGKSTRY, 


colonel  Thoiiias  PolX  and  his  brothers,  Ezekiel  and 
Charles  were  the  descendants  of  Robert  PolK  who  caine  from  the 
North  of  Ireland  between  the  years  1735  and  1740  and  settled 
in  the  vicinity  of  Ueollnburg  County, North  Carolina, 

The  n?me  is  a  corruption  of  "Pollock". 

The  family  were  Scotch  and  were  of  those  who  bottlod 
In  the  North  of  Ireland  and  constituted  the  people  Known 
"Scotch-Irish"  Scotch  in  blood  but  Irish  in  locality. 

Samuel  Polk  was  the  son  of  iiJzexiel  Polk  and  the 
father  of  the  President*   "•     ' 

The  PolKs  vove   staunch  patriots  in  the  time  of  the 
Revolutionary  War« 

f 
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"JAMES  K.  POUK." 

Was  bom  in  L'eokllnburg,  vounty,  North  Carolina, 
WovonDer  2f   1795  in  the  l«gt  term  of  IVashington'e  administra- 
tion.  Hio  mother  was  Jana  Knox,  daughter  of  Jamas  Knox 
of  Scotch  descent.   He  was  the  eldest  son  of  the  fajully  of  six 
sons  and  four  daughters  and  v/as  named  for  his  grandfather 
"Knox"*  who  was  a  captain  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  polks  7/ere  a  substantial,  induGtrious,  self- 
reliant  people* 

Samuel  Polke  was  a  plain,  frugal,  enterprizlng  farri- 
er who  tilled  his  ovni  farm  and  taught  his  son  his  own  inde- 
pendent ways  of  living.   With  the  close  of  the  Revolution 
there  set  in  a  strong  desire  to  people  the  solitudew  of  the 
west  of  the  Allegany  mountains, 

Washington  favored  it  and  done  much  to  promote  it 
end  from  MeoKlingurg  county  and  vicinity  many  went. 

The  PolXs  pretty  generally  were  among  them. 

But  Samuel  Polk  did  not  get  away  till  1808,  when  he 
wont  with  his  family  to  the  valley  of  Duck  River,  a  tributary 
Of  the  Tennessee  and  here  he  secured  land  and  erected  a  cabin 
end  made  his  home,  nnd  opened  up  a  farm. 

The  next  year  the  vicinity  about  him  was  formed  into 
the  County  of  Maury  Town.   He  was  a  practical  surveyor  and 
wen  inuch  employed  in  survey  Ing  the  new  londs  of  the  country. 


His  Ron,  Jaraes,  often  went  ^^rith   hira  on  his  survey" 
ing  expeditions  and  asr^iotin^  in'  such  va.ys   as  he  could  and 
It  was  not  long  until  ho  could  make  the  mathematical  calculations 
for  his  father. 

These  studies  of  the  woods  availed  hii.i  r'luch  as  they 
proved  his  scholarship  and  quickened  his  nind  for  further 
studies. 

The  foregoing  is  to  pave  the  v/ay  for  further 
sketches  of  the  "Polk"  families  the   descendants  of  "Robert 
Polk"  from  Ireland  and  the  three  sons,  Thos.,  Oharles  and 
Ezekiel.   1st  Robert  2nd  Ezekiel  Srd  Samuel  4th  J.ames  K« 
Polk,  the  President*  ■ j     — 

The  first  in  descent  from  Thos.  or  Oharles  is  not 
definitely  knov/n.  • —  But  we  presume  it  to  be  Charles  the 
father  of  Charles  Polk,  and  therefore  trace  the  lineage       , 
accordingly  —  that  is  to  say  Charles  was  the  son  of  Robert 
Polk  and  the  four  members  of  those  early  pioneers  to  Kentucky 
in  the  year  1780  v/ere  the  grandsons  and,  daughter  of  Robert. 

We  here  transcribe  from  our  Pioneer  Sketches  the 
following  written  many  years  ago  which  we  believe  to  be  true 
in  the  main.   To  wit: 

"There'  livad  upon  tho  waters  of  the  PotomtLC  River 
^«nd  the  Allegany  in  the  fore  part  of  the  17th  centuri^,a  large 

family  conrje;tion  by  the  na;.o  of  "Folk"  of  r.cotch  arv-r  Iriuh 

& 

doncont. 
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And  during  the  colonleB  and  the  Revolutionary  War  emi^ 
grotod  to  tho  South  and  SouthwoHt,  a  part  of  this  people  ro~ 
gaining  to  the  OroY/n  of  England^  and  a  part  joined  in  the 
Povolution  against  England*   But  the  object  of  these  Bketches 
Is  mora  iiit-.iadlatoly  to  detail  the  life  of  Charles  Polk,  sr.,  ' 
and  his  family  and  connexions  four  in  number,  to  vrit:  Charles, 
Edmund,  Thos.  and  Sally,  '."^ho  a:niti;rated  to  Kentucky  about  the 
year  1780  with  their  fa^nilies,      .' 

Charles  Polk,  Sr»  was  born  about  the  year  1744  and 
whan  30  years  of  ag^-1774-;7as  married  to^Belilah  Tyler  of 
Virginia.   Edmund  died  at  the  age  of  87  years;   Gaily,  (Polke) 
Piety  at  the  ago  of  93;   Thos,  died  about  the  age  of  60  and 
Charles  Polk,  Gr*  died  in  Knox  Co*,  Ind«  in  the  year^'ls^S, 
aged  79  and  their  numerous  descendants  are  nov/  scattered  over 
tho  ivest  and  SouthvTost  to  California  and  Oregon  and  other 
territories* 

But  we  will  now  confine  our  histoilcal  sketches  to 
Charles  Polk,  Sr*  and,  as  at^ted  abovi^,  he  reraoved  to  Kentucky 
and  settled  in  Nelson  County,  Kentucky,  about  seven  miles  froia 
DardstoTn,   The  Indian  tribes  were  hostile  and  the  early 
"Mottlors  wore  compelled  to  erect  and  live  in  stockade  forts 
for  their  protection  and  safety. 

In  the  year  1782  in  the  month  of  August  a  band  of 

Indlnnnororto  over  the  0hi(  rivuyr  near  the  mouth  of  fhe  Kentucky 

? 


no77  aoout  50  or  GO  miles  fron  B^rdstov/n  and  surprised  and 
set  fire  to  tht)  ntation  in  which  Oharloa  Folic  Sr«  and  family 
livdd  and  in  the  darKnesr  of  the  nlpht  it  was  burned  dov/n  and 
all  the  inflates  were  l;illed  or  made  prisoners  by  the  Indians, 

The  celebrated  Indian  fighter  and  hunter  Bland 
Ballard  v/hile  out  hunting  some  20   miles  from  thi»  fort,  he 
discovered  a  band  of  Indian  warriors  on  the  day  previous 
to  its  being  burned©   Those  Indians  v/ere  making  toward  the 
station  near  Louisville  or  BardstOT;n» 

Bland  Ballard  hastened  to  the  station  to  give  the 
v/arning  of  their  danger  and  the  effective  force  under  Cept, 
Charles  PolKe  sallied  forth  in  order  to  nurprjae  the  Indians, 
aisit  was  not  Icnovm  which  station  was  to  be  attackeds  t)i^^ 
failed  to  dlfscover  them.   But  it  was  afterwards  acartained 
that  the  Indians  were  in  ambush  near  the  fort  when  Bland 
Ballard  arrived  on  the  evening  before,  and  in  the  early  morn- 
ing the  fort  was  burned  ciown^ 

Krs»  Delilah  Police  and  four  children  were  taken 
prisoners,  to  wit:  William,  7  years  of  ago  and  three  young- 
er slstern,  TOlifrabeth  P*  Hponce  ,  Sally  (P»)  Bruce  and  llancy 
(P.)  nuby. 

The  Indiana  deported  from  the  cairnt  fort  in  hftste 
to  get  back  to  their  comrades  ove^r  tho  Ohio  rivt^r  which  they 
roachoa  un  the  thJiTl  day  ftor  the  Viirning  of  tliJc  ntatlon. 


Tcno7/n  PB  -thc^  "Burnt  Station"  rith  the  prieonera  whom  they 
did  not  Kill.  They  crossed  ovci'  in  the  canoes  which  v/eru  con- 
cooled  on  the  Kentucky  aide,  being  no\v  out  of  the  danger  of 
pursuit.   There  were  encamped  8  large  band  of  Indians  with 
their  horses  and  plenty  of  xorovisions  in  store  by  their 
hunters  on  their  arrival  and  from  hero  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Kentucky  river  they  travelled  nlorly  to  the  Uevmee   river  near 
Fort  V/ayne,  and  thence  down  the  same  by  the  Anglaze  to  Lake 
T]rie  and  from  thence  to  Detroit,  Michigan,  which  at  that  day, 
v;as  held  as  a  '^British  Garrison'^*  Uxs,   Polko  and  a  part 
of  her  children  v/ere  taken  to  the  fort  and  there  reinalned» 
And  here,  in  this  British  garriBcn,  my  father,  Charles  Polke, 
Jr»  was  born  on  the  20th  of  October,  1762  about  tv/o  months 
after  the  capture  of  his  mother  and  children  near  Bardtown, 
Kentucky,  distant  some  four  hundred  miles*   Lly  grandf atlier,  . 
Charles  Polke,  spent  his  tine  in  traveling  and  in  making  in- 
yulrlu.M  to  find  o\it  the  fate  and  fortune  of  his  rife  and 
children;  .  and  I  have  heard  him  tell  of  coming  out  to  the 
"Old  Post"  Vincennes  in  1783  end  h.ere  at  this  "Old  Trading 
Post"  ho  got  word  through  Indians  or  Indian  traders,  of  the 
safety  of  his  v.'ife  and  children  at  Detroit,  about  elevnn 
months  after  their  captivity  by'  the  Indians* 

He  imi.icd lately  set  out  for  Detroit,  arriving  there 
about  one  year  after  their  capture^   He  had  the  good  fottune 
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and  t.ho  joy  of  affair  mestln^r  and  proeting  hlH  wife  and  tno 
ca'i/turod  children,  and  in  addition  the  little  3trKni:;or 
Charlie  at^out  ton  months  old. 

After  reinyining  at  Detroit  for  a  tine,  it  being  the 
close  of  the  Pevolutionary  V.'ar,  the  BritiBh  officer  In 
ooj.inand,  General  Depalster  gave  him  evsr^''  assistance  for  their'' 
nafe  return  and  Becured  the  services  of  Siiion  Girty  to  pilot 
them  through  the  wilderness  of  Ohio  to  the  Pan  Handle  near 
V/ellsburgh,  Vlrginla»   After  a  short  stay  in  the  region  of 
country  from  whence  he  had  ejiUgrated,  some  three  years  pre- 
vious, to  the  wlldo  of  Kentucky,  from  here  he  came  back  to 
Kentucky  dov;n  the  Ohio  river  again,  poor  as  a  church  mouse, 
everything  having  been  destroyed  by  the  burning  of  the  fort 
in  Kentucky. 

There  v/ere  born  eleven  children,  five  cons  i^na  six 
daughters,  to  wit:  William,  Charles,  vidward,  Thomas  and 
Kobert*   daughters  -  Elizabeth,  Sally,  IJancy,  Christiana, 
T^loanor  -and  Pollyo   Mrs.  Iielilah  Polke  died  in  Uelson  County, 
Kentucky,  about  the  year  1798  about  40   years  of  age. 

Charles  PolKe,  Sr»  remained  In  Kentucky  about  ten 

years  after  the  death  of  v;ifo  and  then  cfMS  to  indjana 

Territory  with  his  eldest  soiv^  V/illia)i  Polke,  in  the  year 

1808,  who  settled  at)0ut  flftoe]^  miles  Morth  of  the  "Old  Post-t 

Vincunneu,  Knox  County,  I..;iiJ.'iui  and  fPlea  lg;<3  cgod  VU  yearn, 

/o 
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And  thUB  I  liavo  writton  nn  inrperfoct  sKetch  of  my  revered 
grandfstlicr,  nhfrles  Poll;e,  Sro   My  father,  Gharlen  FolKe, 
died  Aur,TJst  1845,  aged  63  years  ana  uy  mother  survived  hin 
ten  years  end  died  19  June,  1855  aj'ied  70  yesrB. 

Charles  Pol]<:e,  Jr*  was  In  the  cattle  of  Tlppecanoo 
JjovDmfcer  7,  1811,  nerved  as  an  officer  in  the  niilitia  in 
the  Indiana  Territory.   He  was  one  of  the  pxiard  at  the  con- 
ference between  Governor  Harrison  and  Tecumpseh,  1810«  lie 
was  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  laany  years,  a  county  comnlBs loner 
for  many  years;   one  of  the  Associate  Judges  for  a  time  and 
when  he  died  resolutions  of  condolence  wore  passed  by  the 
Circuit  Court  of  Knox  County. 

!;        I  rest  here* 


James  PolKe^ 


October  29,  1885, 
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1885, 

Sunday,  April  2nd,  ls&;i,  JWit   52   yofj.rn  apo  to  q  day 
I  ror.oved  and  coinnencod  hous9Ts-:i'3ping  on  rented  land  of  Isaac 
UcCoy.   It  was  a  cleaT  and  brlf;ht  ounny  day  and  an  early 
Spring;   the  7.'ood8  -.vara  green  and  f'loiit  treeu  in  full  bloom, 
I  was  then  landless  and  afterward  leased  a  small  farm  ox  90 
acres  '.^'nlch  I  purchased  for  £200  and  from  tine  to  time  added 
to  this  bep;inning  until  I  owned  26  5  acres  in  one  lot  and 
fenced  and  in  food  repair,  etc.   I  bought,  in  addition  to 
these  lands,  100  acres  in  the  rieigh'rorhood  alBO' secured  a 
military  land  v/arrant  for  IGO  acreo  more  ai-iounting,  in  all, 
to  525  acres.   I  am  now  landless,-  having  reared  a  family 
of  7  children  and  educated  and  schooled  the  same  all  of 
them  gjycntlng  up  to  manhood  end  v/omanhood,  and  all  of  them 
being  married  and  settled  in  life  x'llth   their  several  portions 
assigned  them,  having  their  houses  and  homes  secured  them 
before  the  grim  monster  death  made  any  breach  in  my  family. 
Rut  when  dofith  invaded  it  took  my  daughter  Helen  Clark  on 
the  13th  day  of  August,  1882  and  Just  four  days  later  Hary 
Hole   died  in  Madison  County,  lowa*   Her  reiuains  were  brought 
home  and  is  buried  in  the  church  yard  In  this  vicinity. 
And  Helen  Clark  and  Infant  lien  in  the  Oaktown  graveyard. 
My  eldest  daughter, Mrs.  Louisa  Gilham,near  55  year.s  of  age, 
"nd  family,  are  living  in  Kansas;   V/illiam  A-  Polke  at  oak- 
t'Own,  Knox  County,  Indiana,  and  my  sont?  Kd  Polke  and  Horace 
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m  thin  vicinity;      and  Charles   in  Iowa.        I  era  now  81  yearn 

end  .'3  jnontha  old  and  v/rltlng  thoao  aketchea  for  future 

rofercncoi.        Nineteen  grandchilfiron  and  tv/o  great   grr-md- 

nhildren  now   living.        I    clof.e  thif.   t.;Ketch.  ^ 

J*   P» 

On  Sunday  morning  April  9,  1882,  I  visited  iny  "fath- 
er's old  home"  and  the  old  family  graveyard  (no-.v  deserted) 
I  tied  "old  Lizo"  to  the  fence  and  took  a  survey  of  the  old 
hoTiisstead  and  the  last  resting  place  of  my  father  and  liWthor 
and  other  loved  onoa  and  here  rest: the  first, my  loving  sister 
Kancy  whd  died  in  1835;   Nancy  Polke,  1835,  Isaoelle  Polke, 
1837;   Charles  Polke,  Jr*,  1C39;   r.i^r'  father,  Charles  Polke, 
Rr.  1345,  mother,  Margaret  Polke,  1855  and  others  too  tedious 
to  mentiono 

The  grave  stones  are  in  a  good  state  of  preservation  • 
Y.'itl)  the  inncrlption  of  tlioir  aevorul  ages^  tlj;ie  of  their 
death  all  clear  and  bright.   Oh  I  felt  serious  and  sad  at 
the  thought  teing  no?/  77  years,  7  months  and  4  days  old 
according  to  the  record.  And  here  I  Uv,7ed  ovor  the  to/,c- 
stone  of  my  fiather  and  mothjr  and  repeated  the  follovving 
Rtnnxss:   "Our  father.-,  where  ore  they 

With  all  they  called  their  own 

Their  Joys  and  griefs,  their  hopes  and  fears 

Tho1r  won  1  til  .  nd   horurv   j^'ono;      /3 
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But  joy  and  r.T.J.of  nucceeds 
Beyond  our  utmost  thought 
Thilo  otill  the  remnant  of  the  dust 
Lies  in  the  ^rave  forgot. 
God  of  our  fsthern  hear 
Thou   everlaBting  friend 
While  we  upon  life's  utmost  verge 
Our  souls  to  thee  coimnendo 
April  2,    1882. 

REOORD,  ETC. 

V/illiajn  Bruce  Polke,  killed  by  fall  fron  horse  Aug<,  1814 

Nancy  polKo,  of  consu'irpt  ion  1835 

Isabelle            *  1837 

Charles          /  •  1839 

OhsrloH  polke,  Sr,  Aug*  1845 

Margoret  PolKo,  1855 

Delilah- (P«)  Blnc};burn  at  Hccorib,  111,  1874 

Lucinda  (P*)  J.!fcy,  California  1872 

Edmund  PolKe,  Illinois,  1861 

John  M.  Poll:o,  Brucoville,  J.nd„  1881 
There  are  novr  five  suiTiving  vi:-;.,  Jamas,  Isaac,  Eli^.aoeth 
Short,  Ohrintiana  and  Mnxwull  and  Iv'sr^art^t  Bertloy. 
Oct.  30,  1885    J»  P»    /<J^ 
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Poetry« 
Oh  thiiiK  i.iy  woii'itB  are  alvmya  as  light 
And  free  from  a  veng   as  the  sun  to  you  i^w 
Nor  expect  that»  the  heart-choorlnp,  besrns  of  tcni£,ht 
l\'lll  return  v/lth  tomorroiiv  to  brighten  iny  brov? 
tio  life  is  a  waste  of  wearisome  hours 
"A'hioh  ssldom  tho  rosa  of  enjoj-ment  adorns 
And  the  heart  that  is  soonest  av;aK.e  to  flov/ers 
Are  always  the  firnt  to  be  touched  by  its  thorns. 
And  those  who  have  lovad  the  fairest  the  purest 
Too  often  have  wept  o'er  tlie  dream  they  believed 
And  the  heart  that  sliunb^red  and  friendship  securest 
Is  happy  indeed  if  it  weri^;  never  deooiced* 
But  re.loice,  oh  my  soul  and  be  happy  awhile 
Hay  we  never  meet  worse  in  our  pilgri^uage  here 
Then  the  tear  that  enjoyment  can  gild  with  a  smile 
Or  tho  tanile  that  compassion  can  turn  to  a  tear. 

CoupletSte 
A  p;ood  conscience  ■  is  sometimes 
Sold  for  money,  But  never  bought  with  it. 


/■^' 
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0ft   in  tender  recollections 
Ctll  to  iilnd  an  honest  friend 
cncriuh  for  we  that   affection 
Ihat  stibll  never,    never  end. 

In  what   a  changing  worla  v/e   live 
Friends  ir.eeting,   parting  ever 
Let  friend  to  frj.end  some  token  pive 
That  they  forget  them  never. 
mrmiinmiimmi 

HOPEo 

Hope,    liKe  the  gle&rning  tapers  bright 

Adcjrno  and  cheers   the  yjey 

And  Btlll  as   darker  grows  the  night 

'Emits  a  brighter  ray.   '  ^  • 

Goldsmlthe 

inirjmininnr.T]  .iiniiLvj  .r.riin 
Too  often  in  this  vrorld  a  man  is  valued-  more  for  his 
dollars  and  cents  than  honesty  and  integrity  of  character. 

"Old  Richard" 

mmr'ipj"mr'ir'''mmmr'^i^-n 

And  v.'e  shall  meet, dear  friend,  when  yo\;  have  found  the  nev; 

ovroet  life  no  perfect  that  it  lackn  no  joy  to  maXo  its 

bliss  complotOo  ^^ 

Mary  JU  Trout. 


If  you  will  be  vrell  fipcKen  of,   die 
If  evilf   fjpoken>   t'ot  rn^rriedU 

Old  Kauffman., 
irariMniranrarjranrninmrii.ain  .  *- 

Nov,    12,, 1885, 
Millions   of  treasure  for  an  inch  of  time  7;af5  the  dying 
wail  of  one  of  the  most  renowned     Queens  that   ever  sat  on  the 
English  throne*       Too   late?       Too   late?  .      "     • 

"The  pale  horse  and  his  rider  stood  at   the  door..     Yes, 
too  late?     Too   late?" 

What  dotli  it  profit  to  £';ain  the  whole  world  and  lose 
the  soul?       Or  v/hat  yould  you  give   in  o:rchange  for  the  soul? 
Lot  me  die'    the  life  of  the  righteous  and  let  my  last  days 
be  liTr.ii  Hit:*       Yes*'      Of  all  the  lamentable  conditions  of 
human  life  is  to  be  blinded  by  the  god  of  this  v;orld«       Oh 
self f. Oh  self?  Oovetounnoss  is  idolatry* 

IlITKn VIEWED  .    ■    ' 

by 

Z.  T.  Emerson  of  Raridonj. 
Tor  incidents  of  the  early  history  of  the  settlonents  of 
Widenor  Township,  etc»    History,  Knox  County,  Indiana. 

NOVo   15»  1&85» 
Raridon       Dec,  ?,,    1884.  ■   ' 

By  cyclone  19  reb.  untold  nufferina  from  it.  Carolina  to  Texas* 

r7 
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Ohio  Rivor  Flcod.  at   Cinclnnsti. 

Fob«         14  IP.84  '  71-3/4  ft. 

1883  66  fta   4  in, 

183S  62      6 

History  of  Vincennes  Church. 

About  the  year  1827  the  Christian  Baptiat  Ealted 
by  Alexander  Campbell  of  Brook  County,  Virginia  was  introauct^ 
ed  to  iny  acquaintence  by  Brother  Abner  Davis. 

The  artioleB  of  the  Patrisrcheal,  Jev/ish  and  christ- 
ian dispensations,  also  the  Kingdom  of  the  Clergy,  creeds, 
confession  of  faith  etc,,  stirred  up  investigation  aj'ion^i,  the 
people.   These  vrere  stirring  tines  among  the  people  of  Ken^ 
tucXy  and  Indiana  and  elsewhere  and  a  division  took  place 
and  the  first  Christian  Church  V7as  organized  at  Bruceyille 
in  the  year  1832,  and  others  fiollovring. 

The  Christian  Chtlrch  at  Maria  creeke  was  organized 
1833.  Also  the  Christian  Church  at  Vinconnes  the  same  year 
(1833).  And  the  folloving  named  preachers  all  of  v;hom  had 
labored  among  the  Baptist  Churches  became  advocates  of  prini- 
tivo  Christianity  and  stood  firm  to  the  end  of  life*  To  wit  : 
Abner  Davis,  David  V/arford.^Br\ico  Field,  John  B«  Hayv/ood,  Al~ 
bert  p.  Law.  All  have  passed  over  the  Jorclan  to  receive  their 
reword.    Morris  R.  Trlralo  entered  the  field  as  an  Kvango- 
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lint.  H9   was  a  lower  of  strength  end  untiring  worker  In  th^s 
OauHO.  He  alfso  lieo  Rilent  In  the  grave  with  a  host  of 
otherti  v;lth  whom  I  have  labored  and  fraternized,  '  . 

And  in  conclusion  may  the  God  of  peace  and  consola- 
tion Btill  prosper  this  Church  one  of  the  firet  in  the  Gountyi 

May  her  light  shine  more  and  niore  and  becoine  ationfe- 
or  and  stronger.   And  in  conclusion  I  will  ntete  that  I  am 
the  only  surviving  ]'ial9  memoer  now  living  that  formed  the 
Ifaria  Creek  Christian  Church  in  the  year  1833. 

Therefore,  nearly  all  my  contemporaries  are  gone  and 
passed  over  the   Fiver. 

I  am  a  pioneer  of  thin  land.  I  was  torn  in  Shelby 
County,  Ky.  in  the  year  1804  raid  in  the  Kintdom  and  portion 
of  our  Lord,  having  enlisted  in  his  blessed  cause  in  the 
year  1826,  57  years  ago,  in  the  23rd  year  of  my  age. 
Rocoive  tlilH  imperfect  sliutch  in  Kindness,  1  remain, 
Yours  fraternally, 

jamoR  PolK.     • 

RemarKs. 


The  foregoing  paper  was  read  by  the  writer  at  the 
Vlncuniion  Meeting  June  3rd,  Lord's  Day,  June  18R3,  and  is 

/f  . 
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ft  vftluabla  scr&p  of  t]:e  osrlj^  history  of  the  cause  In  Kno^i 

Count y,    Indiana. 

Jamas  Mathas, 
Editor  oftha  Chrjatian  Record 
November  13 »   1885,  . 

•  Mrtd,  -  ■   ■ 

Docarnber  let,  1883,  Sajiiuai  K«  Houshour  at-  indianapollB, 

ind.  Ho  waB  one  of  the  early  pioneer  Ghriatian  praacherb,  a 

Oorman  and  English  scholar  and  for  a  tine,  connected  v/ith  North - 

woBtorn  Christian  Univsrsity  at  Indianapolis  and  a  feraat  man 

hi  o  fallen  in  Israel, 

Thus  one  by  one  we  gOo 

J.  P. 

Charles  Cheasman. 
Died. 
Charles  R.  Chaesman,  aged  29  year  died  in  the  City  of 
Lot:  An£,ales  of  meningitis*  Jia  was  a  son  of  David  find  Urania 
ChooRrnan, 

David  Chooaman  vras  sub-troa surer  at  the  U.  S.  Mint  in 
2un   rrancisco  luring  both  terms  of  Lincoln's  administration 
^'ha  a  nephew  of  Oscar  ar.d  Obid  Macy  and  Mrs.  G.  C.  Foy  of  this 
'^Uy  nnd  of  Mrs,  John  M.  Foy  of  San  Barnandi.i.   He  was  a  native 
01  this  City  and  a  young  man  of  excellent  character  and  high- 
ly ant  ;oo)nod  by  fill  hJ.n  asci  ;.]ntOf!.   Jn  ti\o  moclilna  shops  of 

^^0 


tho  Central  Pacific  at  Sacrananto  ho  lo?;  .ned  the  trade  of 

pachinist.  He  was  employed  Rt  the  fRr^our.  Gunsight  Mine  of 

Ai'ii'.ona  putting  in  the  roachinory  of  those  works  • 

Aft  or  that  ho  cajie  to  this  City  where  he  had  been 

onployed  at  his  trade  in  the  machine  shops  of  the  Southern 

Pacific  Railroad.   His  Mother  (Urania  Chaesman)  a xTived 

hero  on  this  day  and  will  taKe  his  reinairPto  San  Tro3co  for 

Interment.  He  had  been  sick  only  fovir  weeks  and  died  at  the 

residence  of  his  aunt,  Mrs*  S.  C»  Toy's. 

"From  the  Los  Angeles  Republican  Way  28,  1884". 

This  should  read  July  2P* 

Urania  Cheesman, 

Another  old  Pioneer  gone. 

Died,  ^—- -:-.' 

At  his  home  in  Sullivan,  Sullivan  County,  Indiana  , 

Rider  Williani  Stencil,  Dec.  17,  1884  aged  84  years,  8  mo. 

and  s  days.  He  was  born  in  l^orth  Carolina,  April  14,  1800. 

C.hne   to  Indiana  Ter.  in  1808,   Was  married  to  Gelia  Barber, 

181&.  Became  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Chruch  at  Shiloh  in 

Perry  Co.,  Indiana,  Sept.  9th,  1821.  V/as  baptized  by  Eld. 

f^herles  Polk  and  licensed  to  preach  1823,  and  ordained  July 

'''It    1824.  He  was  truly  a  pioneer  preacher,  traveling;  through 

^yet  and  cold,  mud  and  cno7.-,  throUfCh  winds  and  storms  to 

preach.  He  was  inatiumentsl  in  gathering  in  2000  souls  as 
the  fruit  of  his  IrjDor.  Ii  ■  enjoyed  cut  few  advontogeu  in 
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hln  younfor  days,  and  In  truth  ha   v.-pa  a  self  I'lade  rjan.   filder 
v;llli£tJ5i  Standi  was  a  well  developed  nan.   Si>v  feet  hlglu 
p.nd  weifrhed  about  20C   pounds,   lie  travel  on  horse  back  with 
hlK  saddle  bags.  He  proriohod  in  the  log  cabins,  log  school- 
hoMPas  ?,nd  log  churches  over  Southern  Indiana  and  received 
tut  little  pay  for  his  labors.  He  hatj  gone  to  receive  hit, 
reward. 

In  the  month  of  September  1821,  in  company  with  Will- 
Ian  Poll<  and/christiana  McCoy,  wife  of  the  Rev.  Isaac  UcCoy, 
and  four  small  children,  who  had  i.iadj  voyaf,e  down  the  Wabash 
In  e  peroge  or  larp;e  canoe  in  the  month,  of  April  from  Fort 
V/ayne,  floating  down  the  stream  by  day,  and  when  the  night 
come  on  they  landed  their  canoe  and  struck  up  camp  on  the 
bank  of  the  Piver,  taking  their  tent  from  the  canoe  and  other 
CBjnping  equipage,  etc.,  and  remainjng  over  night.  Renewed  ] 
their  journey  the  next  day. 

They  wove  ten  dnyn  in  mnVinr.  thin  voyage  by  the  river 
from  Fort  Wayne, Indiana,  to  Vincennes  ,  The  mosquitoes  were 
very  thick  in  these  forests  and  annoyed  them  at  their  land- 
ir.gs  along  the  Wabash  bottom. 

We  set  out  on  the  5th  of  September,  1B21  from  Knox 
County,  ind.  up  the  Wabash  River  by  way  of  Meron  and  Torre  ; 
H&uto  which  was  a  small  town  at  that  early  day*   We  took 

dljmj3j?^£l^re  ^njLlG^s^  abjj-.'e  tjie  town  at  Co].  Tuttlcfi,  and  sottlnf^ 
^'^"tifjna  I/cOoy,  a  nlutor  of  Wm.  "o  Ik    ,^^^ 


out  crossing  Otter  CrooK  st  f.farKloville,  and  from  thence  to 
jacoo  Bell's  on  !;o.ccoon  Creel<:  repi.elnlnf:  over  the  night* 
Ho   not  out  the  next  Morning  Bud   wade  a  short  stop  for  our  . 
dliiner  et  our  old  friend  Lemuel  Morman,  in  the  "Hart"  Settle~ 
MLsnt  on  the  outside  . -sett lenent  or  frontier  at  that  early  day. 
And  he-re  taJting  the  Indian  trace  throup-h  the  v/ildeness  of 
forent  trees  up  Raccoon  CreeK,  we  nade  our  first  enca-rapinent 

'  in  the  wilderness  Pt  a  deserted  Indian  village  on  Little 
Haccoon  Greol:,  ''Oai:.ed  Cornstalk  village",  about  two  inilea 
from  Ladoga  of  the  present  day  and  about  ten  lailes  from  Crav:- 
fordsvillo,  Indiana;  and  the  follovrlng  day  we  passed  "Old 
Thorn  Town",   a  deserted  village  in  Boone  County  on  the  hea-. 

*waters  of  Sugar  Creek,   The  third  nl^ht  ve   struck  up  cajfip 

on  the  waters  of  Deer  Creek »  and  on  the  fourth  day  we  crossed 

fi'Din  the 
Pipe  Creek  about  five  miles /iiiisslonary  town  and  here  were  the 

Indian  wigwpms  or  camps  still  held  by  the  i:anu  Indians  some 
60  or  70  in  nurnter.  We  crossed  the  Pocky  Strea::!  at  txiair 
to7,-n,  aMtraveled  ten  miles  and  crossed  the  '.Vabash  Piver  near 
the  mouth  of  the  Salamony  or  Laf^ro  of  the  present  day* 

Pursuing  our  journey  we  passed  the  Upper  fork  of  the 
Wabash  at  Huntington  then  an  Indian  village  and  encf^mped 
for  the  night  near  Raccoon  Village  or  (Roanoke  of  the  pre- 
sent day)  arriving  at  Fort  Wayiie  on  vth  days  .-jounney. 
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Fort    iV'iyne  v/o-s  not   occupiod  by   qoldiors,    but    tho   "Old  Fort" 
i.T-.  !   lKirr.-clc3   and    the   flarataf  f  v/i  th   flar   fluttering   in   the   breeze. 
A   5'>v  Indian   tmdora   v/ere   in    lor   huts   in   tho   village   the   Ewinga 
nr.  !   Coqvielards.        Also   a   few   settlers    in   the  neighborhood  and   the 
Indian  Aront,    Benj.    Kricheville,    etc.        The   fort   stood  at    tho 
jurcllon  of  St,   Mary's   and   St.    Joseph's   Rivers   and" forms    thG    "     • 
;.:frjnoD     River,    flov/ing    to   Lake  Erie   and  made  memorable  by  Genl. 
lir.rri'jro'   defeat   in   1790  by    the   Indians.  And  here   I    saw  for 

11)0  Innt,    time   the   laso   grn-nd   rally  of   the   Indians,    700   in  number  , 
f.'Ticf-inpyd  around   tho  old   fort    to    receive   their  money^  from   the 
Indlnn  Agent,    about   .'1^20,000   and   other  goods   such   suited   their 
modoo  of  living,    -  blankets,    guns,    powder  and   lead,    knives, 
C'\v.\i>\nr  kettles,    etc.  ^"e   travelled   through   the   day   and 

vA.  night   struck  up  a   tent   in   some    suitable   spot   for  water,    wood 
(in-i   p'lsture  for  our  horse  on   the  V/ild  Pea  Vine. 

Vi'o  v.'ould  hobble  our  horses   and   put   bells   on   them  and   turn 
tV.nm   loose  near  our   camp  and   they    seldom  wandered  far  away 
ami   wo  h<i.d  no   tr-oublo    to    find   thorn   in    the  moming.        ^'^e   travelled 
>-o   nMpi->o3od   about    30  miles    per   d&y   in    Indian    stylo   along   those 
ncr-rov;  trace-v/ays   and   often   got    into-  yollow- jackets 'nests   v/hich 
til-:"  wild   o.nimals   had   torn   out.        But  nov;  how   changed  from   these 
r^'itritivo  days.  Tho   wilderness   is  now   cleared  up  and  farms 

"•"  i    ri'.riii  houses   and.  villages   and   tov/ns   aiid    cities   with   their 
nchoolhousos   and   churches,    court   houses,    with  roads,    with  bridges 
Hci<03u    tho   streams,    v\dith  railroads   in   every   direction  making 
connoxiona.  And  now  Fort  Wayne   is   a   city   of  ^0,000  or  40,000 
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Inhfibltcnts   and  all   this   within   the   last   64  years;    and   the 
frrul  not  yet   of  future   developments. 

James   Polk. 

Pioneer  Sketches. 

Mrs.  Delilah  Hansbrough  was  the  eldest  daughter  of 
luilliam  and  Sally  Polk  and  was  bom  in  the  year  1796  in 
Holuon  County,  Ky.    Her  father  removed  from  Nelson  County, 
to  Shelby  County,  and  resided  in  Shelby  County  until  the  year 
1808.   Delilah  Polk  was  sent  to  such  schools  as  v;ero  common  at 
that  early  day  and  learned  to  read  and  write.   William  Polk 
odd  out  his  small  farm  in  1808  and  removed  to  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory crossing  the  Ohio  River  at  Oatmas  Old  Ferry,  below 
the  highlands  on  the  West  side  of  the  Ohio  River,  in  company 
with  others  vdth  their  stock.     William  Polk  and  Company 
rroro  the  first  to  bring  wagons  through  from  the  Falls  on  the 
Ohio,  through  the  wilderness  to  the  "Old  Post  vinoennes"  by 
tho  way  of  Corydon,  the  Frencli  Licks  down  the  Patoka  River 
oronoing  White  Rivor  below  tho  forks  at  "Wrights  Old  ^erry" 
to  Vincennes. 

William  Polk  bought  a  400  acre  tract  of  land  on  tho 
^\aterB  of  Maria  Creek  in  tho  north  of  Knox  County,  and  in  the 
yoar  1812  a  stockade  fort  was  erected  on  his  farm  to  protect 
thora  from  the  Indians;  and  in  1015  Delilah  Polk  tho  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  united  in  marriage  to  Jolin  fiancbrough.   And 
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In   the  year   1816   when  Harrl son's   p\irchase   of   lands   v/ero   of- 
forod   Tor  sale   and   entry   John  Hansbrough  bought   a  tract   of 
Ifir.d  near  Nev;  Lebanon,    Sullivan   Coimty,    Indiana,  John 

Han»brourh  died  about    the  year   1826,         TJQlilah  was   nov/  a  v;idOT;r 
with  four  small    children.  She    still   occupied  this   farm  for 

oovoral  years,    and  again  was  married   to   James   Gill   and   after 
a  Dories  of  years  was   again   left   a  widow;    thus  surviving  two 
huobands.  She   lived  on   the   lands   first   settled  upon  1816, 

lire.   Dolilah  Gill  was   an   energetic,    self-sacrificing  and   amiable 
chrintian   lady,    an-i    died  regretted  by  many  v/am  devoted  friends, 
umonr  whom  James  Reed,    Ben  J.   T7olfe,    of  Meron  and   the  Hon.   Henry 
K.   Wilson  and   their  respective   families   and  others   too  ted- 
loun   to  mention, 

Delilah  Gill   died  aged  about   75  years.        She  was   a 
pioneer  of   this   land  and   lived  on   the  outskirts   of  civilization, 
and   consequently  had   to   struggle  with  privation  and  hardships; 
but   over  exercised   a  rood  moral   influence  with  all   arotind  her 
dui-inr   lior   ofirly   pionoor   lifn  in  Kentucky   and   in   the   early 
uottloraent  of  Indiana  Ter-ritory.  , 

'    Uncle  Jim, 

novonbcr  13,    1835, 

■      a6 
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HiBtorical  and  Biographical 
Sketchoo  of  Pioneer  Life, 
By  Joraog  Police, 


Tho3.  Piety,  etc. 
In  the  closinp-  of  the  latter  end  6f  the  10th  century  and 
(luring  time  of  the  English  and  French  wars  in  Europe  and  Amer- 
ica at  the  treaty  of  Paris  1763  the  French  government  ceded  to 
nnglond  "Hew  Prajnce"  and  other  American  pooaessiona  East  of 
tho  UlBGissippi  River. 

AuBtin  Piety,  an  English  officer  was  station- 
ed (it  "Fort  Pitt"  at  the  head  v7ators  of  the  Ohio  River,  now 
'PlttaburgJ   Pa.    Austin  Piety  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Carnh  Police  .ahout  the  year  1769, 

Austin  Piety  with  his  command  was  ordered 
to  Kaokak'ia,  on  the  Missisoippi  River  in  1770  by  the  Brit- 
ioh  authorities.      He  descended  dovm  the  Ohio  River  with  his 
*;iro  and  troops  under  his  command,  as  far  as  the  falls  of  the 
Ohio  Rivor  and  there  made  a  short  stay  in  order  to  lay  in  a 
fiupply  o'_    Buffalo  and  other  meat;    from  thence  dovm  the  rivor 
•wO  ito  mouth  (  now  Cairo)  111.  and  from  thence  up  to  their  desti- 
nation ?  The  American  bottom"  on  the  East  aide  of  the  Mississippi, 
opponite  St.  Louis  and  during  their  stay,  the  subject  of  this 
"kotch,  to-wit,  Thomas  Piety,  Sr.  was  bom,  1770,    Austin  Pioty 
^'Hurnod  to  Fort  Pitt  vd  l.li  hin  command  o.nd  during  tho  Revolu- 
tionary war  return od  to  England  and  from  thonco  nov.or  rotumod, 
louvini'  liii)  wifo,  ^arah  Pioty  -.nd  row   children  in  Amorloa. 

.;^7 
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Sarah  Pioty,    the  mother  of   these   four   children,    Thomas   who 

I  nno   the  oldest   and   three   flisterB   who  were   yoionger,    In   company 

Ivri'h  her  throe  brothers  Edmund,    Charlos   pjid  Thomas  Polke   and 
othoro   come   dov,Ti   the  Ohio  PLiver  to- Kentucky   in  the  year  1780. 

f  Thoy   landed   at   the  fells   of  the  Ohio  where   the   city  of  Louis- 

n 

I  vlllo  now  is  situated. 

I      They  settled  near  Bardtov.n,  Nelson  Co«,  Ky.  in  a  stockade 

|-  fort  to  protect  them  from  the  Indiano,  who  v/ere  hostile.    Thos. 

j  Ploty  was  lAnited  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Dimcan,  when  he  was 

i 

?  r.bout    fiO  years   of  age   and   shortly  aftenvard    joined  Sen.   Arthur 

» 

\  .Sinclair's   army   against    the  Indian  tribes   of  the  Northwest. 

(". 

I  Thos.  Piety  was  in  the  battle  of  Gon.  Sinclair's  defeat  1791 

r 

i  Lnd  was  vroundod  but  he   and  wounded  soldi  or  were  mounted  on  a 

i  horse 

I  omall  pony  and  saved  themselves  in  the  retreat  and  returned 

I  homo  to  Kentucky. 

c 

t  Thos.    Piety    lived  in  Kentucky  until   the  year  1814  and   then 

[  Tiovcd  to  Indiana  Territory  in   company  ?dth  Abram  McClelland  and 

i 

I  fiunily. 

^  They   settled  near  where   the  to^m  of  Carlisle   stands   in  the 

I  winter  of  1814-1815.        The  Indians    stole   ?.ll  his  horses  he  had 

l  ttilcon  in  payment   for  his    land   in  Kentucky. 

f,  In   the  r.onth  of  February,    he   removed   into  Polk.T   fort    in 

\  y-uox  County,    Indiana  Territory,    end   in  August   follov.lng  Thos. 

.  J^l'Jty  nnd   family   settlod  on   Congross   lands   on  Maria  Oroek  and 

;  ^I'JJ'o  secured  a  home  where   livod   and  died  1855   aged  about   65   yoars, 

I  .-^/ 

I 
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lA'-i      wife   ourvlvlnr  him  many  years   and  died  at    the   advanced 
«;?n  of  02  yoars   and   they  were  burled    side   by   side,    with  monu- 
■  Ic?.". t;'.l   fitone  on  v;hich  are   engraved  their  respective  ages   and 

dal(»  of  their  deaths,    vdth  that   of  children  and  grand-children 
'"•fn*''^r   i-ho  Llaria  Creek  Christian  Church  on  the  bank  of  Maria 
■■•|cr')ok. 

I    cannot   describe   these    jottings   of  the   life  of  Thos. 
1*1  oty,    Sr.,    v.'ho   lived  and  died  on   the  outskirts   of  civilization, 
''!|  vl  tliout   atatinp-   some   further  particulars   and  incidents   of   event- 

1    f\ll     llf<3. 

r       Furthermore,  he  claimed  to  have  been  tne  first  American 
^  boi-n  child  of  the  N.  T/.  territory  (1770)  and  I  have  often  made 
I  thiii  otatoment,  and  on  searching  the  pages  of  the  early  history 
I  or  r.>U)  nearest  approach  to  it,  it  is  that  of  Mrs.  Heckwelder, 
bOi-n  nonr  Marietta,  Ohio,  in  the  year  1781,  eleven  years  after- 
"nard  i)rA\   nov/,  at  the  present  v/riting,  1884,  there  are  four  sur- 
vlvoro  yot  living,  the  descendant  of  Thos.  Piety,  Sr.  and  vdfe, 
lo  v;ltt  Mru.  Sally  (p. )  Rlsly  86  yoars  v.ho  still  resides  on  the 
olO  furra  of  hor  father,  as  do  Mrs.  Ann  P.  Taylor  in  the  Rock  River 
Countiy,  111.,  and  V/m.  D.  Piety  near  Brucoville,  Knox  Co.,  Ind. 
70  ynaro  of  ago  and  Mrs.  Susan  P.  McQuaid  of  Franklin,  Johnston 
Co.,  Ind.,  20  miles  East  of  Indianapolis,  72  years  of  age. 

There  were  bom  13  children,  6  sons  and  7  daughters,  all 
<^»  v.Jiom  wore  fully  g..'oi'r  men  and  women  v/ith  the  oxcoptlon  of  died 
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r."--i(l   4  yf;aro  in  tho  y^ar  1816.    The  descondants  of  Thoa,  Ploty 
Rj*')  nov."  to  be  found  all  over  tho  Northv.eat  and  Southwest  from 
Toxna  to  Oregon.  ^,__,'.----' 

J.  P. 

ELIZABETH  (p.)  HADDON. 

Elizabeth  Piety  v/as  bom  in  Hardin  Co.,  Ky.,  about  the 
y.>ar  1795  and  came  to  tho  Indiana  territory  in  the  autimin  of 
IHM  T.'i  th  her  father's  family  and  settled  noar  Carlielo,  Sulli- 
0!Ui  Co.,  Ind.  and  hbre  she  became  acquainted  with  Capt.  Joase 
Ili.'idon  and  in  the  sprinr  of  1815  they  were  united  in  marriage 
Iti  "Polks"  fort,  Knox  Co.,  Ind.,  and  in  year  1816  v;hen  "Harrison's" 
purcJiaoo  of  land  was  open  for  settlement,  Capt.  Jesse  Haddon 
Qocurod  a  tract  of  land  near  New  Lebanon,  Sullivan  County,  Ind. 
llo  opened  up  a  farm  in  the  forest  woods  on  v/hich  they  lived  for 
ci-ny  lonp-,  long  years,  and  reared  up  and  educated  a  numerous 
fnnlly  of  sons  and  daughters.    lira.  Elizabeth  Haddon  was  an 
'OTor£:otic,  industrious  lady  and  lived  a  pious,  devoted  chrio- 
tinn  life,  riving  moral  tone  to  society  around  her  and  died 
bolovod  and  lamented  by  her  numerous  friends  by  which  she  was 
Durrounded.     In  oa^ly  life  her  advantages  for  obtaining  an 
education  were  limited  to  such  schools  as  were  common  in  thoso 
primitive  day 3.       But  from  these  fjrot  rudimonto,  she  im- 
pjovod  herself  by  self  application  and  became  genial  and  com- 
Pfinlonnblo  and  socinblo  and  interonting.     ^elng  achoolod 
in  the  school  of  hardships  and  pioneer  life  of  Kentucky  and 
Indiana  Territory.       J^q 


BO 

ROBERT  POLKE* 

Robert  Polke,  yoimgos'o  son  of  Charles  Polke,  Sr.,  waa  born 
I  In  Kentucky,  1798.   His  mother  died  and  he  was  nursed  and 
»^  br-ou^ht  up  hy  his  elder  sisters  in  his  father's  house,  until 
!  10  y-.-ara  old.    And  then  was  "brought  to  Indiana  Territory 
\    with  hi3  eldest  brother,  V^ra. Polke  in  1808.     And  when  16  . 
:  yi'uro  old  Joined  Andrie  company  of  Rangers  to  guard  the  fron- 
?  tlor  oettlementa  of  Indiana  and  Illinois  territories  from 
i    Indian  depredation,  and  serving  -until  the  Indians  troubles 
*oro  over  and  peace  declared  by  the  United  States  and  England. 

Robert  Polke,  at  the  close  of  the  war  1812,  retired  from 
oorvioe  among  the  Rangers. 

Robert  Polke  was  a  well  developed  man  of  corraaanding  per- 
non,  full  six  feet  high  and  weighing  near  200  pounds.    Of 
oarly  maturity,  Robert  Polke  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Vfidner 
in  tho  year  1816  when  18  years  old  and  bought  a  tract  of  land 
■  nottr  New  Lebanon  in  Sullivan  County.    Af-er  a  fev^  years,  he 

"Old  the  land  and  returned  to  Knox  County,  and  afterward  lived 
I.     In  Curlisle,  Sullivan  County,  Ind.,  and  when  the  Upper  V/abash 
^  w>»u  opened  up  for  settlement  he  moved  to  Logansport,  Cass 
;  County,  Ind.     After  a  stay  of  some  years  he  removed  to  the 
►  Ind.  Territory  and  engaged  in  the  Indian  trade  among  the  Puta- 
;  wfihons  and  died  about  the  year  1342.     His  sons,  to  wit, 

^•lomHQ,  John  \v.  Perry,  Charlea  and  Robert  and  Mrs,  Mary  Shoato 
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nro   ronidonta  of  tho  stato  of  Kansas  -  1883. 

James  Polite. 

BIOGRAPRY  OF  ISAAC  ],{COOY. 

"tfut  who  is  this  Isaac  McCoys'" 

He  is  of  Irish  descent,  was  born  near  Union- 

tov.n,  Penn.  Jvne   I3,  1784. 

V?hen  he  was  six  yanro  of  age  hie  father,  William 

lloCoy  and  mother,  Elizabeth  McCoy,  removed  to  Shelby  County, 

;   Ky.    Ho  was  converted  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  and  bap- 

ti::od  by  Joshua  Morris,  March  6th,  1801.     The  best  schools 

nround  him  could  only  teach  him  reading,  v,T?itlng  and  arith- 

r-.'tic  but  ho  made  rapid  progress  and  in  grace  and  in  InnoT/lcdge. 

V.f}   wao  married  before  he,  was  twenty  years  old  to  Miss  Chr'iatitma 

Co-ptain  •" 
Polko,  a  daughter  of  Charles  Polke.     She  was  a  lady  moot  ad- 

oli-ably  adapted  to  the  great  v/ork  that  was  before  him  though 

t-hon  unseen.     At  tho  age  of  26  years  he  v;as  ordained  at  the 
i      Duj.tiot  Church  at  Maria  Crock,  Knox  County,  Ind.  Ter.  about 

firtoon  miles  north  of  the  Old  Post  vinoennes,  to.  which  Church 
i      hi)  and   his  wife  had  ;3oined  by  letter  in  tho  year  1810,  only 

t'l'-"  year  after  its  organization  which  took  place  on  the  20th 

Of  Uay  1809  with  13  members. 

The  Wabash  Association  was  formed  in  1809.    At 

i-ho  beginninr  of  this  association  it  contained  only  two  min- 

liitore,  to-wit,  Isaac  McCoy  and  Alexander  Devin  on  thp  Wabash 

3^  ■ 


t 


32 


■.:%\   i'.outh   to   the  Ohio   River. 
t  A  raoetinr  of   the  T/.'abaah  AsDOciation  v/as   hold  in  the 

LcT. *):  of  October  20th  in   the  year  IGIO  at    tho  Jaethlehom  Church, 
zrc-^'  County,    Ind.    ^er.  It  was    composed  of  six  Churches   and 

[l<3  r.'.'nibor3.  Elder  George  V/aller  from  Shelby  County,   Ky, 

!iir^"chod   the  introductory   sermon;        Alexander  Devln,   moderator, 
*.nc'   Villlitun  Polke,    clerk. 

I  And   the  ordination  of  Isaac  UcCoy  by  George  Waller 

ItfirJ  Aloxondor  Devin   as  ministers   in   1810   at  Maria  Creek    (    see 
b^r.oolckn*   history  Vol.    2,    pages   263  and  548)  Isaac  McCoy 

[jTur-chiiBod  a  nmall   tract   of  land'^  acres   on  Maria  Creek  on  which 

^,n  rt'.- Idod  until   1818.  He  was   a  wheelv/rlght  by  trade   smd  all 

■f 
Kht»   luitniro   time  he  made  and   repaired   spinning-Tv-heels   both  large 

ffl-ivl   li.-nnll,    also   frame   chairs,    etc.,    and  in   the   summer  of   1818, 

h^t    In   company  vdth  Elder  Hinson  Hubbs,    of  Kentucky,    went  West 

? 

i»-^  Ct.  Louis,  Ho.      He  visited  Rock  Springs,  St.  Clair  County, 

^n.  Tor. 

■ 

I        Rev.  Pock  ai:id  Welch  had  established  a  mission  at  Rock 
tpviv.jf   and  a  Theological  School  was  afterv/ards  .ostablished  at 
lUtis   place.    Isaac  McCoy  returned  homo  only  In  time  to  witness 
hi^o  doath  of  hiB  oldest  daughter,  Mahala  in  her  14th  year  of  age, 
^^'0   tllod  the  13th  day  of  August  1818.    She  io  buried  at  the  old 

|ehurch  yard  on  the  banks  of  Maria  Creek. 

I 

S;        Isaac  McCoy  engaged  in  tho  missionary  work  this  year 

33 
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jniCt  and  removed  in  the  autiimn  of  this  yoar  to  an  Indian 

r-niorvation  of  six  miles  square  on  tov.nchip  of  36  aectionn 

or  one  mile  square,  situated  on  the  v/atera  of  Raccoon  Creok, 

parko  County,  Ind.,  and  here  he  erected  buildings  and  a  school- 

houoe  and  opened  up  a  school  collecting  a  number  of  Indian 

boya  and  girls  of  French  and  Indian  descent;  but  in  thin 

now  country,  he  and  his  family  tvere  greatly  afflicted  by 

ulcknooa  and  tho  school  was  suspended  for  a  time*   Isaac 

L'cCoy  was  attacked  v/ith  typlTuS.  fever  during  his  stay  at 

tl'.iu  place  and  sent  to  Vinconnea,  85  miles  distant  for  his 

old  Doctor  Jacob  Ruby  Kendall,  his  old  physician  in  Knox 

County,    The  Doctor  and  my  father,  Charles  Polke,  aet  out 

oil  horseback  and  at  the  rate  of  five  miles  an  hour  made  tho 

trip  in  17  hours.    The  Doctor  administered  successfully 

fini!  returned  to  his  home  in  Vincennesj  but  McCoy's  field       * 

of  lubor  -waa  too  circumscribod  here  at  this  place  and  in  tho 

uprlnt  of  1820  he  went  to  B'ort  Wayne  about  150  miles,  through 

tho  vdldomess  of  Indian  Country,    He  returns  and  removes  to 

tho 
rort  V.'ayne  and  occupied  tw  Garrison  Barracks  and  other  build- 

Ingu  which  had  been  used  by  the  soldiers  at  this  place.   And 

^".'ro  at  this  place,  he  gathers  in  70  or  80  Indian  children 

I  rem  12  to  15  years  of  age  and  opened  up  a  school  and  many  of 

Ihom  v;ero  loamod  to  read  and  write, 

^^'      McCoy  travelled  far  and  oxtonoively  and  his  devoted 

3Y 
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if       fuii  .i^olf-denying  v.lfe  and  others   attended  the  mlsaion  family 

t 

%      Ml'   fichool  until  October  1822  v,'hen  McCoy  removed  to  Carey  Sta- 

l       lion,    nituate  near  Nilos,   Michigan,    and  here  he   labors  until 

I 

I       tho  year  1B29   v.'hen  McCoy's   v;hole   time  and   energies  rei-e 

I 

f       opont   anf3   directed  in   tho  removal  of  the  Indian  tribes  west 

t 

s"j   or  tho  Uississlppi  River  to  the  Indian  Territory;  and  In 

I'      1030  Gary  Station  was  abandoned. 

•'  In  the  year  1842  "Tho  American  Indian  Association" 

\ 

r  ■ 

J  una   foiTiod.     Mr,  McCoy  was  its  originator  and  the  Secre- 
te: tary  of  the  same.     His  headquarters  were  at  Louisville,  Ky. 
1'  wj(!  Tor  four  years  he  plead  the  cause  of  tho  poor  Indlsj-is.    He 
^  dlod  at  Louisville  on  the  Slst  day  of  June  1846  aged  62  years. 
'.  Mrs.  McCoy  died  at  West  Port,  Mo.  (four  milos  from 

Kt'poaa  City)  about  the  year  1850  and  is  burled  about  two 

'  nlloc  from  the  tov-n  with  a  nxomber  of  her  children  and  grand- 

:  cMldron  and  thus  pnds  the  lives  of  Isaac  McCoy  and  Christiana 

_  UoCoy  who  wore  tlio  ti-ue  friends  of  suffering  humanity. 

I  (I  had  the  above  from  J.  C.  McCoy  1881) 

j 

J.  Polko. 

The  papers   and  doc^iments  were  deposited  at   Topeka 

thy   utate   capital  of  Kansas,    by   Jolm  Calvin  McCoy,    the   only 

BUr-vlving   son  of  Isaac  McCoy   as   a  gift   to   the  Historical 

2ocloty  of  Kansas. 
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IThcn   loaac  McCoy   engaged  in   the  year  1818   in   the 
■  '[■^     I  al"iloni-ry  v/ork,    a   strong   tldo  of  opposition  arose  a- 
,; -,    I   pt.lnut  Forolgn   and  Domestic  MisQions   and  in   the  Wabash 


;:.f 


I   i>,ni!  othir  AQ8ociation3of  Indiana  and  Illinoia.  The  oppo- 

I    ftltlon   to  minoions  was  headed  off  by  Daniel  Parker  and  New- 
f.    tort  of  Illinois   and   others   generally  known  as   the   "Two 

If    n»f'A  Bfipticts"   and  produced   a   split   in  the  Wabash  Associa- 

I 

I    lion   hbout    the  year  1824.  1SM745 

f;  "Tlio  Two   seed  Baptists"    retaining  the  name   of  the"Wa- 

f    bftf.h  AfHjociation"    and   those   churches,    the   advocates   of 

r5lt»«;lon»ry  work  organized  the   "Union  Association"    a   large 

hric)   Influential  body,    and  by   this  name  are  Icnov.Ti  at   the 

propont   (leai)   and  have  held   their  arjnual  meeting   for  60 

y-'tiTJi,  The  old   "Wabash  Association"   after  five  years 

•lucllnod  and   ceased  to  meet   at   their  annual  meeting,    and 

toddy  io  one  of  the   things   of  the  past.  I   rest  here 

f-vnl   nicn  my  naine. 

James   Polke,   Knox  County,    Ind. 

Aug.    1,    1881. 

r.-»oontod  to  Hamlet  Allen  and  others. 

|;   (I  have  hero  transcribed  the  above  for  reference  November 
I   14,  inp5. 
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Henry  ffcQuald. 

!:  i  Honn'  McQuaid   emigrated  from  Ireland  to  America  in  the 

r-     roro  pf^rt  of  1700.  He   settled  in  Shelby  County,   Ky.    1782 

/  ■  . 

J- 

I     ni    the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  with  England. 

n-'Hry  McQuaid  cecurod  a  large  tract  of  land  at  that  early 
d'-.y,  but  from  disputed  titles  he  lost  a  portion  of  these 
lft.nda.    Henry  McQuaid  died  1795  and  James  McQuaid  his  only 
ron  jjottlod  on  a  portion  of  the  lands  acquired  by  his.  father 
w^l  lived  and  died  on  the  same.     James  McQuaid  was  married 
:o  loabel  Pearce  about  the  year  1784  and  there  were  bom  six 
tionu  and  six  daughters,     Margaret  McQuaid,  the  eldest, 
i>oni  January  10,  1785.   Henry,  Nancy,  Polly,  Elizabeth,  John 
fVmny,  James,  Joel;  Milton  and  Malitta  were  twins,  and  v?''lliam 
tho  youngest.     All  the  children  lived  to  be  full  grown  man 
«uv,l  vomen. 

Jiunes  McQuaid  was  a  farmer  and  cleared  up  and  cultivated 
ft  lnrp,o  farm  on  which  ho  lived  45  years.   He  died  at  the  age 
of  70  years.   Henry  McQuaid  was  a  seceder  Presbyterian  in 
^   faith  and  strict  Sabbatarian.     His  son  James  McQuaid  united, 
\  ^Xh   the  regular  Baptist  Church  and  was  licensed  to  preach 
I     euTl  in  time  set  apart  by  ordination.     Els  father  opposed 

^♦la  in  hie  religious  views,  yet  nevertheless  he  labored  for  near 

yoaro  in  the  ministry  and  shortly  his  ordination  became  the" 
Pftotor  of  the  Clear  Greek  Baptist  Church  near  Shelbyville,  Ky. 
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and  for  40  years  he  held  the  seme  v;ithout  change.    James  MoQuald 
vmo  a  v;arm-hearted  devotional  man.     Ho  waa  a  £;ood  alnger  and 
exhort er  nnd  he  labored  ouccessfully  in  the  ministry  and  many 
Bouls  v/ero  converted  lender  preaching  and  united  v/ith  the 
Baptist  Churches  of  Shelby  County  and  the  eurrounding  covxntios. 

He  became  popular  and  married  more  young  people  ths.n 
any  other  minister  in  all  the  eurrotinding  coimtry.   He  was 
called  to  their  homes  to  marry  them,  they  came  to  the  Church, 
end   to  his  house  and  on  the  public  highways  to  get  married. 
James  McQuaid  organized  a  number  of  Churches  in  Kentucky  and 
in  thoyoarl809  he  came  to  Indiana  Territory  to  vinit  his 
oldest  daughter,  Margaret  Polko  and  family;  and  during  hi^i  stay 
organized  a  Church  on  Maria  Creek  with  13  members.   This  Church 
exists  at  the  present  day,  a  large  and  influential  body.   It 
was  organized  on  the  20th  day  of  May  1809.     James  McQuaid 
visited  Indiana  Territory  in  1813  and  again  in  1818.    The 
troiihle  of  the  Indirji  v.ar  had  passed  by  and  the  country  be- 
come quiet  and  the  tide  of  emigration  had  flov.n  into  Indiana 
rapidly;  and  the  Baptist  Church  which  he  had  organized  nine 
years  previous  was  now  a  prosperous  and  grov.lng  condition  with 
raoro  than  one  hundred  membors  vdth  no  disturbing  elements' to 
its  grov.'th  and  prosperity, 

Margaret  Polke. 

Margaret,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Jnmos  McQuaid  was 

married  to  Charles  Polko,  in  Shelby  County,  Ky.  in  thoynar  1803. 

3/ 
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OharlGB  PollD  &  T/'ifo  and  tv;o  small  children,  James  and  Delilah, 
removed  to  Indiana  Territory  in  the  year  1806,    They  came  on 
pack  horses  to  Vincennes  and  in  the  year  1807  settled  on  the 
waters  of  Maria  Greek  about  15  miles  north  of  the  "Old  Post 
Vincennes."    There  were  eleven  children,  to-vi.t:    Lucinda, 
William  and  Nancy  (were  twins)  Elizabeth,  Edmixnd,  Isabel, 
Charles,  Chris tinna,  Isaac,  John  and  Margaret.    Five  of  the 
above  named  are  living  (1881)  to  \7it:   James  81  years,  Elizabeth 
73,  Isaac  61,  Christiana  63  and  Margaret  55.    November  14, 
1885. 

At  that  early  day  (1806)  Indiana  Territory  embraced 
all  of  Illinois  which  was  stricken  off  the  Indian  Territory 
in  the  year  1809,     .Indiana  became  a  state  in  1816  with  a 
population  of  less  than  one  hundred  thousand  and  the  prairie 
state  of  Illinois  (territory)  became  a  state  in  1818  with  a 
less  population  than  Indiana  and  now  (1885)  have  population  of 
near  5,000,000.    Far.T.3,  school-houses.  Churches,  towns  and 
cities,  railronds,  telegraph  lines  and  telephone  linos,  etc. 
and  the  tide  of  emigration  flov^ed  across  the  continent  to  the 
broad  Pacific  ocean  all  in  my  short  lifetime  and  here  I  am 
v/riting  of  those  wonderful  chonges  and  still  unchecked  and  runn- 
ing a  pace,    I  stop  hero  v/ith  v/onder,  amazement  and  the  end 
not  yet,  2<^' 
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Charloa  Polko,  Jr. 

Charlen  Polkp,non  of  Capt.  Chr^rlec  Police,  77as  bom  at 
DetiX)lt,  Mich.,  in  the  Britinh  Garrison  Ootobor  20th,  1782, 
hi  a  father's  family  having  been  taken  prisoners  in  Kentucky 
and  taken  to  Detroit  by  a  band  of 'Indian  warriors,     Hia '^ 
father  went  to  Detroit  1783  and  recovered  his  lost  ones,  and 
returned  to  Kentucky.     Fev:  educational  advantages  v?ero  en- 
joyed in  that  early  day  and  Charles  Polke  never  had  gone  to 
school  one  year  all  told  yet  he  learned  to  read  and  \'n:'ito  and 
by  self  application  ho  was  enabled  to  transact  business  and 
became  an  active  and  useful  citizen  in  the  early  settlement 
of  Indian  Territory.     . 

OharlCB  Polke  came  out  to  the  "Old  Post  Vincennes"  in 
Spring  of  1806  and  rented  some  land  of  Judge  Henry  Vanderbugh 
near  the  ("li^air  Grounds")  and  cultivated  a  crop  of  com  and 
returned  to  Shelby  County,  Kentucky,  havinp  sold  his  small 
farm  on  the  v/aters  of  Clear  Crook  and  Gulf's  Creek  near  their 
junction  at  Brashear's  Crook  or  headwaters  of  Salt  Hivor,  (  a  . 
rlvor  evor  made  memorable  by  many  disappointed  politicians  of 
Kentucky  and  Indiana. )    He  emigrated  to  Indian  Territory  on 
packed  horses  crossing  the  Ohio  River  seven  miles  belovr  Louis- 
ville at  "Oatraanu   Feriy"  belov/  the  highlands  on  the  west  side 
of  the  Ohio  River,  travelling  along  the  Indian  trace  by  way  of 
(Corydon)   the  Blue  River  barrens.  The  French  Licks,  dovm  the  Pa- 
toka  River, tho  White  Oak  Springs,  the  imad  holes  to  V/hito  River 
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crooainr  it  belov/  the  forks  Qf^   oaat  and  weot  forks  at  *Wri£htQ" 
old  forry,  to  Vincemies,     This  old  route  to  the  falls  on  the 
Ohio  River  throurh  the  vdldemoon  and  no  vmgon  or  carriage  had 
ever  pasoed  throurh  it  until  1808  xiiien   a  trainof  emigrants 
C0Jiie  throurih  to  Vincennes,  vdth  their  wagon.g  and  stock,  follow 
this  old  buffalo  and  Indian  tracevjay  as  above  described. 

Charles  Polko  made  short  stay  at  Vincciuies,  he  bought 
100  acres  of  land  on  the  waters  of  Maria  Creek,  15  north  of 
Vlnconnos.      And  during  the  year  1807  erected  a  log  cabin 
and  commenced  improving  here  on  these  lands.    The  Miami  and 
Delaware  Indian  hunting  grounds  v/ere  here  and  during  the  fall 
aeason  they  were  encamped  all  along  Maria  Creek,  at  the  springs 
of  water  and  were  peaceable  until  1809  and  1810.    When  they  ■ 
became  troublesome  being  set  on  by  British  agents  and  Tecumaeh 
and  other  war  chiefs.     This  new  country  vms  grovm  up  vrlth 
high  grass,  and  the  prairies  and  barrens  and  the  fires  in  the 
fall  of  year  were  terrific.   No  roads,  no  farms,  and  little  or 
no  stock  to  graze  it  down.     The  fires  would  in.m  over  all  the 
Ijuidii  from  Llio  Wabnuh  Rivor  to  White  River,  leaving  prairies 
black  and  bleak,  and  the  barriers  and  small  gladeo  with  few 
exceptions  in  the  same  condition.     On  the  north  Busseron 
Creek,  with  its  few  settlors,  wore  the  limits  of  the  white, 
settlements  and  on  the  east.     V/e  were  on  the  outside  set- 
tlement to  the  border  aettleraonts  of  the  Ohio  state  lino  on 
the  waters  of  the  V/hito  Water  Rivor,  Wayno  and  Franklin  Coimtlos, 
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Ind.    Thi3  remtiined  a  now  country  for  40  yearo  and  was  eubjeot 
to  great  sufferings  froni  siclmeon.    The  fever  and  agtie  pro- 
vailing  among  the  border  settlers  v.'holo  familicB  being  pros- 
trated by  sickness,  not  one  member  a^ble  to  help  another.    The 
siclmcsn  brought  about  great  suffering,  but  did  not  prove 
fatal  to  that  extent  that  might  be  supposed.    The  v.ar  of  1812 
betv/een  the  United  States  and  England,  terminated  Doc.  1814,  and 
tide  of  imigration  flowing  in  from  the  surrouxidlng  States,  this 
wild  condition  of  our  country  coon  changed  and  Indiana  Torri- 
torj'  in  1816  became  the  State  of  Indiana. 

Charles  Polko  was  at  the  battle  of  Tlppeoanoe, 
November  7,  1811  and  v/ent  vdth  General  Harrison's  army  up  the 
Wabash,  and  on  their  stay  they  erected  the  "Out  Post  Fort 
Harrison"  a  fev/  miles  above  the  City  of  Torre  Haute.    But  these 
are  all  matters  of  history  on  v;hich  I  need  not  dwell.    In  the 
year  1816  Indian  Territory  became  the  State  of  Indiana  and 
Knox  County  the  Mother  County  extended  North  to  the  Southern 
end  of  Lake  Michigiui. 

Charles  Polke  died  in  the  year  1845  aged  63  j-q  ars 
and  lived  to  see  wonderful  changes  in  his  day  of  all  the  wild 
country  of  Northern  Indiana,  and  saw  the  vdlderness  and  soli- 
tary places  give  v;ay  to  the  tide  of  emigration  of  civilized  and 
christianized  men  and  women  and  in  place  of  the  Indian  Wig^vam.s  and  v.-ar- 
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ivVioQ-p  those  vmeto  placo'^   novr  t^0  homos  of  civilized  Tran  fariris 
and  villages  -  to^Tns  and  cities  vrith  nchool  houses,   church  hous- 
RR  —  R.K.,    etc.,    lite,    but   01   thoso  clia'igos   I    need  not   nov;   dv;ell 
aiy.i  therefore  v/ill  hrlnf^  to  a  cToso  these   j^ttlJU'ia  cf  pioneer 
life,    etc.)    etc._^--''" 
Nov.    16,    lb'85.  Uncle  Jiir:. 

Margaret  Polho  was   the  eldest  daupjiter  of  Jai^es  and  Isatel  FcQuaid 
and  v;-as  torn  17^5»    In  Shelhy  Co.,    Ky.      Shelby  Ooo, 

Ky.   v;as  settled  by  those  early  pioneers   (1780)  v/as   a  dense  forest 
ol   tirbered  lands  lylnc  betv,'een  the  northern  and  Southern  tribes 
of  Indians,    and  v/as  not    over  ocoupled  by  the  savage  tribes   either 
North  or   South,   but   it  v/an  otten  infested  ly  v/arlike  parties  as 
a  convron  hunting:  ground  -   "Kentucky"   the  dark  and  bloody  ground. 

It  abounded  v/ith  game.      The  Buffalo,  bears,    deer,    elh,    etc. 
v>flth  savage  v^lld  beasts   such  as  violves,    bear,    I'anthGrs   ard.  lepaor 
animals  -  v/^ild  cats,   racccoriS,    etc.,    and  all  the  streams  with 
fish.      Arid  Margaret  McQuaid  vas   sent   to   such  schools  at   that 
early  day  -  taught  by  such  teachers   as   could  be  had,    generally 
vory  poor   scholars)    ajid  poorly  supplied  v/ith  scliool  books  - 
ruilv/orth 'f>  old  spelling  book,    the   Bible  and  Testam.ent   and  a   fev; 
other  v/orks  of  Kiiglish  publications,      but    V;-rgc?ret  was  an  energet- 
ic  an^.  bright   girl,    and  r.ado  good  advances   in  school  and  learned 
to   road  a-d  vrrlte.        Margaret  McQuaid  vas  married  at  f  o  age  of 
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lo  years   to   Charles   Polke  in  the  year   1003  .'u^rl  thoy  settled  near 

Erashears  Crook  on  a  h.^avy  tiinbercrl  tract   of  lani,    Beach,    sugar, 

lucut;t,    ayh ,    ctt:.,    etc.,    and.   In  their    loj:  cahin  lived,  and.   siixjix 

deadened  the  timher,    etc.    and.  o]  encd  up  a   snail  r^i'cel  of  ground* 

tut   this   Rectlon  v/as   not    healtln"  f^-rd   rut'i^ect  to    tl-e  ghahing  ague 

and   fevers;      and  Charles  PolKe  hearing  of  the    "Wabaeh     Country 

in  the 
India2:a  Ter.  "/early  In  sr-ring  l??o6,   and   near  the   "Old  Po-:t  Vin- 

cennea"he  rented  a  fle'id  of  ground  of  Henry  VanderhorGh  and  cul- 
tivated a  crop  of  corn  and  he  returned  to   Kentucky  and_  pached 
up  such  goods  as   could  he  trought   throuf;h  tlie  iTilderness  on  packed 
horses   arid  v/ith  vrife  n-id  tvo  nr^all   chllriren  reaclsed  their  desti- 
HEition  in  late  fall  of  ISO69      and  In  the  sur.rrier  of  IS07  nettled 
on  }'aria  Creek   15  r.lles   north  of  Vincennes,   hut  the  var  of    1812 
soon  loomed  up  and  here  v/e  were  again  exior-ed.  to   the  depredations 
of  the   Savages,   who   then  hunted  and  roanio'd  over  this    country  and 
1/argaret   PolKe   lived  to   see  t}7e  country  settled  up  and   in^". tead 
of  the  Indian  Wig^.varis  and  all  changed  roads  and  tovMis,    school 
houses,    church  houses, and  died  at   the    advanced  age   of   70  years 
in  Knox  Co.  ,    Inl.    in  t};e  year   Ifi^^^.o 

No  iTioro  no^Vo  J.  P. 

Margaret   Folke. 
In  the  year  IS09  Jar.ies  llcQuaid  cam.   out   to  the  Indiana   Territory 
to   visit  Ci  arles  PolKe  airl  v.-lfe  I'argaret,    the  J.d  year  alter  their 

"ott3iT-.v,t     .n  t)u'    irrritovy,    an^.    as   1  revlously   stated  he   {J^v--^^ 
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VoQuaicL)  orp_,anizoci  the   "Baptif^t   Cjiuxch  ot  ranocrceK"   1009  -  >'arg;- 

aret   Polko  vras   one  of  t]ie  charter  TTieir;horn   of  thia   Infant   chiaroh. 

She  xrds  a  p;ood  sin.C'cr  and  novt-r  bachv/ard  to   aid   in  tlie  Borvlco 

of  Bong  In  tho  church  or   In  hor  homo,    "Slnglii^;  v;it}i  grace  In  her 

heart,   making  melody  to   the  Lord"   aril   in  this    new  and  v;ild  country 

exercised  a  good  and  morallr. Ing  influence  on  her   family''  and 

friends. 

And  even  noi?  after  the  lEipso  of  seventy-l'ivo  years,    I 

still  retain  in  memory  mianyof  the  sweet   aid  melodious   tunes  and 

songs  of  my  sainted  mother.      About   tho  year  IfJ^l   in  tlie  Foform.a- 

tory  movem.ents  of  that  day,   liad  greatly  chaiigcd  the  status  of 

society   In  the  Baptist   churches  of  Kentucky  and  other  sections 

of  tl'e  country,   Margaret  PolKo  vn.th  many  others  of  the  first  Eai- 

tist  chui'ch  on  >.'aria  CreeX  (although  unpopular  at   the  tim.c)  agreed 

to  assume  the  nam.e  of  Christian  aui  vmo  united   in  church   follov;- 

ship  the  first    "Church  of  Christ"   organized  on  I.Caria  Creole  ief33 

and  retained  )ior  mem.bcrshlp  until  1355,   ^"'hen  she  v;as  called  av:ay 

ty  tlio  angel  oi   death  to  occu}y  xn  a  hou-e  not  m.ado  h.v.nds   eternal 

in  heavens  -  Farewell  sainted  mother.      I  hope  to  meet  you  on  the 

otht-jr  1  ank  of  the  Pi-er,   vfhen  your   sonf^  of  in  my  Infantile  days 

spoke  of. 

"When  I  ascend  where  looses   stood 

And   vle\T  the  landscape  o'er 

>!ot   Jordan' M  waves  or  death's   cold  flood 

Can  iright  me  from  the  ;.xhoro': " 

lf^t>6,  ^"T^  Jam:es   Polko  ??1  )t.    5  m.os. 


Lettoi'  of  Cor.ir.err.lationo  IfJg^. 

We»    the  undernlp-nedt    cor.:;.o:fi  om.'   elder  trot 'or  Jamaa 

Polke,    the  only  sm'vivi.-ic  niointer  of  the  church  of  ChrlBt  at  Maria 

Creek,    Knox   Co.)    Ind..,    orEariisol  In  the  ^cor  IS33. 

Br.    Pollio   tn  one  of  the  early  pioneerB   Indiana  and  has 

filled  roai.on-iltle  offices   of  toth' chu.rch  and  State  and  labored 

and  pleaded  the  caune  of  prii-^ltlve  Christ lanltj''  for  r.ore  than 

50  years. 

March  25,    122^3. 

V/'e,    the  underslpjiedt   hereby  contend  hln  to   all   to  v/hom 

these  presents  Hiay   corie.      The  foregoing  signed. 

John  Hov.'cj'd,    Minister,    Paxton,    Ind. 

Joseph  W.   Wolfo,        "        Sullivan. 

Hanson  T.    Buff,  "  " 

John  C.    riollo^'.'ay        «  " 

James  ^'.   Griffin       "  "  111. 

Jaines  V.o    I'athes,    Bedford,    Ind. 

Tlios.   Hulton, Lincoln,    Illo 

John  R.    Mantle,    Vincennes,   Ind. 

r.tephen  Barrett  "  " 

Thos.    J.    Clark,  "  " 

Also  by  J^lders  of  Maria  Creek,    Church, 

Wm.    Holliiigsv.'orth    ) 

Josoi'li  Murford  )      Pluors. 

l«33- 
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Chapter  I  of  i-loneer   Jottinge. 
.    '  Janoa  Police  in  lgs6. 

J'ames  Polke,    tho  eldest   son  of  Charles  Pollse  and  Margaret 
his  v.'lfe,   vras  torn  on  the  5th  day   Sei^tember,    ISOH  in  Shelby   Co., 
Ky.  »    near  tho   ^junction  of  Clear   Creek  and  Guesses  Creek   forming 
Brashears   Creek,    tributaries  of  Salt  Piver  v/hioh  runs,  into  tlie 
Ohio  Piver  telov;  the  City  Louisville. 

My  father,    Charles   Polke,   was  united  in  n^.arriage  with 
Margaret  McQuaid,    the   eldest  daiv<;htDr  of  Pev.    James  McQuaid,    in 
the  year  1^03 v       My  father  bought  a  small  tract  of  land  in  the 
deep  and  dark  forest  of  that   early  day  of  pioneer  life  in  that 
(then)   new  country.      The  locality  of  his  nevr  home  proved  to  be 
sickly,    subject  to   fever  and  ague,    and  in  the  year  IS06  he  sold 
out  his   new  hor.e.^vand  came  out   to    the  "Old  Post   Vincennes".      He 
rented  land  of  Judge  Henry  VaMerbergh,    near  the  present   Fair 
Grounds  of  Knox  Co.,    Ind.,    ard   ciAltivated  a   crop  of  corn.      He  re- 
turned to   Kentuckyt    ajid  packed  up  such  of  his   goods  as  could  be 
carried  on  pack  horses  and  traveled  by  the   falls  of  tho  Ohio 
River   (Louisville)   and  taking  tho  old  Indian  trace  by  Corydon, 
Ind.    the   French  Licks   down  the  Patoka  River,    crossing  V.'hite  River 
belovT-  the  forks  to  Vincennes. 

?/y  fathej?  carried  mo  in  his   lap  on  horseback  and  w  m.oth- 
er,   my   eldest  oloter   (]3elilah)  then  about   nine  renths  old,  with 


tiioir  pack  horces   through  the  Y;lldornor;G  ovor  one  hunirod  rnileo 
arri  arrived  at   the  "Old  Post"    in  Sept.',    1S'06.      The  village  of 
French  inhalDitants  and  Indian  traders  with  tut   few  American  in- 
haljitants,    Ma^jor  V/illiar:'  Bruce  a  brother- in- lav:  of  my  father*   had 
come  to   Indiana  Territory  ISO^  and  Bettl<^d  aLout  S  miles   north 
of  Vincennes  and  the  town  of  Eruceville   if?    now  located  (Lots 
sold  IRI6).      My  father   spent  the  first  winter  here,    and  during 
his   stay  bought   100  acres  of  land  on  the  waters  of  "aria  Creek 
and   in  the   early  sjiring  1&'07  erected  a  cabin  house  on  this   land 
and  made  a  permanent   settlement  and  lived  and  died  on  the  same  in 
lS^-59  wy  m.other  surviving  him  ten  years  and  died  1^55  aged  70 
years.      The   first  davrning  of  my  mem.ory  of  things  of  my  eventful 
lile  were  here   in  this  hujnble  cabin  house.      Here  we  were  in  I11- 
diana  Territory»    the   country  v/ild  and  unsettled*    surrounded  by 
Indians   in  this   (then)  wilderness   land.      The  Indians  camped  and 
hunted  around  us  during   their  hunting  season  and  the  crack  of  the 
riflo  could  be  heard  almost  anj--  day,    killing  deer»   \.'ild  tm-koys 
and  other  game,   but   all  was  peaceable  then.      About   the  year  ISIO 
things  were  changed  by  the  Influence  of  British  traders,    over 
the  war  chiefs  among  the  In'^lan  tribes  of  the  llorthv/est,    but  this 
is  a  matter  oi   history.      And  the  Indian  V/ar  of  1?)11  and  then  the 
British  war  of  lgl2   following  and  the  peace  that    lollovfod  in  ISl^. 
In  this   new  country  ao   Indicated  my  experionco  of  life  com- 
neiioGd  and  for  the  first  75  years  of  my  lile  com-^enced  are  deeply 


iir.prlnted  on  the  tablet  of  iny  heart  and  memory.      The  Indian  War 
of  ISll  was   fast   loomlns  up»    and  m.y   father  took  me  on  hurceback 
"behind  him  to  my  grandfather  In  Shelty   Co.,    Ky.     ?[e  traveled  the 
trace-v;ay  by  which  he  came   to  Indiana  Terr,    in  (18'06),   through 
the  Blue  River  barrens  by  Corydon)    Harri.son  Co.,   Ind.      V.y  unsle 
Spier   Spencer,    the   first   slicriff  of  'the  county  IgOS,    lived  here. 
He  had  been  v;ith  Gen.    Sinclair  and   Gen.   Fay  in  the   early  Indiana 
v/ars.      Ho  had  organized  a  volunteer  company  to   fight  the  Savage 
Indians  of  the  upper  Wabash  on  tlie   Tippecanoe.      I   saw  him  parade 
his  company   in  the  streets  of  Corydon.      He  ^joined  Gen.    Harrison 
at  Vincennes,    then  th.e  hcadqurrters.      My  father  soon  returned  to 
Ind.»   and  :]oined  in  Gen-   Harrison's   cam.paign  to  Tippecanoe,   which 
v/as   fought   on  the  7th  Nov.    igll.      Those  braire  heroes  fell. 
Joseph  Davis,   Abrm  Owen  and  Capt.    Spencer  ard  others  -  breaking 
up  the  Indian  Town  and  destroying  their   corn,    etc.      The  Arrnj''  re~ 
turntsd  by  the  Fort  Harrison,    an  outpost   erected  by  the  Army  on 
their  march-up  the  v/abash  Kiver  situated  60  miles   north  of  Vin- 
oonncs  and    in  the   immociiato   neighborhood  of  Torre  Haute,    Ind. 

I  I'omainod  in  Kentucky  two  years  ani   in  Aug.,    ISI3,    re- 
turned home  to   Knox  Co.      I  was  sent   to   such  schools  as  were  com- 
mon at   tiiat   day,   and  learned  to   spell  and  read  some.      My  mother 
and  five  small  children  and  a  portion  of  Wm.   Polke'j?   family  v.'ere 
sent   to   Kentucky  in  the   Spring  of  151":,    and  all  returned  in  Aug. 
l&'lj;  as  above  stated,    to   the  Old  fort  on  Wm..   Folko's   farm. 


In  the  early  spring  of  ISl^l-,   my  lather  removed  his   lamily 
to  oiiT   old  cabin  houce  on  the   farm  and  rlekcd  all  danger  from 
roviiig  vfar  parties   of   Indians  In  t]ieir  raids  on  the  froritlera  of 
Indian  and   Illinoia  Territoilen,     ^-Z" 

We  escaped  all  the  dangers  until  the  peace  took  place 
and  t>'e  tide  of  eirigratlon  soon  changed  the  condition  (ff  thlr, 
ne-;;  country. 

In  the  year   lgl6  Indiana  Territory  becair.e  a   State.      Our 
school  xi'lvlleges  were  poor   in  this   new  Fitate  (of  90»000)   inhab- 
itants and  renainsd  so   lor  rr^ariy  years;      and  the  early  pioneers 
liad  to   later  under  untold  disadvantages  arri  hardship.      No  road, 
ho  mills  to  grind  our  corn»    no   schools,    no   towns,    no   churches 
and  add  to  this   the  v;ild  condition  of  the  country  and  added  to 
all  this  the  sickness  of  the  country,    lilllous   fevers,   ague  pro- 
duced iTom  the  ^'7lld  grass  and  \7eeds  and  overflovr  of  rivers  and 
creeks   and  etc.,    then  the  harsh  mode  of  treatment  in  medical 
].:ractice,    emetics,    cathartics,    salivation,   ■blisterliig  and  tleed- 
Ingi    etc.,    etc.,    hut   tlio   neir.hhoj'hood   in  t]io  north    ond  Oi   Knox 
County,    Ind.   vrns  to   som.e  extent  an  exception  to  many  frontier 
settlem.ents.  " 

The   first   em.igrants  v;ere  men  of  v/lll,   aM  of  Intellect 
and  moral  culture  and  who  took  an  'interest    In  educating  their 
families,    and  v/ere  fortunate  in  seciu-'lng   cfficie)it  school   tcnch- 
orn  of  reopeclahlo  attainmentn  and  v/hen  tlio  country  began  to 


settle  up,    thoy   crrployecl  and.  paid  the  school  tcaG}";f)rF!  out  of   their 
hard  earnlnffo,   "by  ButGcrlt'liig  to   tholr  schools   and  often  had 
to   suhscrlbo  more  than  they  could   nehd  in  order   to  rrake  up  and 
kuep  up  their   schools. 

I   never  attended   school  after  I  becair.e  l6  years  of  a^e 
and   tJ  en  had  to  go  3  miles   through  the  v/oods  aiti  prairies,   Ixiit 
aTOv;n  up  by  vreeds  and  higTi  grass.      Eut ,    Oh  J   these  v/ere  the  bright- 
est and  most  cheerful  days  of  my  long   eventfu.l   life. 

/  I  rest   here. 

Chapter  II. 

In  the  year   1??21  when  I  vas   17  yestrs  of  age,    I  v:ent  v;ith 
Judge  V/m.    PolXe  aid  his  sister,   Mrs.    Christiana  J.'cCoy,   with  her 
four  small   children  to   Fort  Wayne  on  horseback.      The  Darracl^s 
of  the  fort  was  used  for  the  Missionary  family  by  Eld.    Isaac 
McCoy  and   for  schooling  Indian  childi^en.      A   number  of  Indian 
children  from  10  years   to   20  years  v/ore  collected  in  this  mission- 
ary school   an'l  many  v/ero  learned  to  read  and  write.      All  the 
northern  portion  of  Indiana  v/as  wilderness   from  Parke  Co.,    Ind. 
on  the  waters' of  Eaccon  Creek  to  Fort  v/ayne  150  miles  distant, 
r/e'were   five  days  in  this  wilderness  country  -■  camiplng  out   of 
nights.      We  v/ould  put  bells  on  ouj?  horses   and  hobble  them  of 
nights   to   feed  on  the  v/ild  pea  vine  and  blue  grass  patches  along 
the  traceway.    'Wo  traveled  the  Indian  trace  ui    the  Y/abanh,   by 
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way  of  Ladogo,  old  Thomtov.n  on  the  head  waters  of  the  Siigar 

creek,  crosainr  V,'ild-cat,  door  and  plpo  creoka  to  Maa6una-;ay 

at  the  old  tov.Ti.   Thore  v/ero  about  60  Indiana  in  their  bark 

houaea,  etc.,  and  cronsinrr  tho  Wabash  River  near  the  mouth  of 

the  Salarnama  near  Lagro,  thenco  up' to  the  f6rks  of  the  river 

at  r.uaitington,  Roanoke  to  the  portage,  or  dividing  of  the  v/atora 

of  thc3  Y/bbaah  south  and  the  waters  of  the  Maumee  of  Lake  Erie 

north.    I  was  thep  17  years  of  ago,  as  above  stated.   We 

arrived  safely  at  the  fort  and  found  all  alive,  it  be 

the  time  of  the  payment  to  tho  Indians  of  aome  !^S0,000  and 

othor  sooda  the  Miamia  and  Putawatimes  -  Indiana.   And 

hero  I  BO.W  the  last  grand  rally  of  the  Indiana  about  700  were 

encamped  around  tho  village  of  Fort  Wayne. 

Benj.  Kirchval  was  the  Indian  Agent.   fie  resided 
in  the  fort.    The  village  consisted  with  a  fow  log  houses 
outside  the  fort  and  some  cultivated  landa .   The  Indian 
traders  Ewings  jmrl  Coqualarda, etc. ,  had  goods  in  log  houses 

for  the  Indian  trade. 

After  a  few  do.ys  stay,  my  uncle.  Judge  William  Polko 
£md  I  returned.    I  had  enjoyed  a  fishing  party  do'.vn  the 
Maumoo  tv;o  or  throo  mllos  -  with  tho  Indian  boys  in  a  large 
canoo  vdth  gigs;  we  tool:  in  some  nice  fish.   Our  Journey 
throurh  the  vdldon^ooB  afforded  much  to  tallt  of  for  many  years. 
Chapter  3,  of  Pioneer  Jottings. 

The-Rov.  Isaac  McCoy  having  removed  in  1822  his  VAo- 
sionary  family  and  school  to  tho  St.  Joseph  rivor,  Michigan 
nour  i.ho  oily  of  Hilon,  Dor;  .n   county  about  IH  iVCr  ^  -.• 
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from   the   lake  or  mouth  of   the   St.    Joooph  River.        This   had 
onco  been    tho  homo  of  the  Putawataraio   Indians,    as   shovai  by 
the   largo   ooctlon  of  lo,nd,    grovnn  over  with  bltie  graos   and 
com  hills   for  many  mllea   and  other  traces   of   early  In- 
dian  settlement   ajnd  their  traditions. 

Judge  Y/illiara  Polke  had    jolnod  in  tho  missionary 
v;ork   at   Ft,    Wayne  and   follov/ing  up  in  missionary  work   in   the 
nev;  field  of   labor,    and  in  order  to   obtain   a   supply  of  pork 
for  their  family  of  near  80  persons   including   the  Indian 
children   attending   school,    came   to   Indiana  to   purchase  hogs 
to   be  driven  on   foot   to   The   "Carey  Mission"  Michigan,    and 
in    the  month  of  Docerabor  1823,    left  Knox  Co-unty,    Ind.        Mr. 
PoUre  got   four  hands    to   assist   him  in   this  undertaking  of 
collecting    and  driving  hogs   through  this  v/ildemess   to  Mich- 
igan.       Mr.    John  Hansbrough,    George  TJ.    Lindsey  v.'ore   son-in-laws 
of  Mr.    Polke   and  John   Cox  and  myself   then  in  my   19th  year 
agreed   to   go    to  Michigan  vdth  this   drove   of  hogs.        Wo  went 
to     Clay  County,    and  on   the  Walnut  fork  of  Ell  rivor  near 

tho   tovn  of  Bollnggfcn,    the   first    county   seat  was   laid  off  for 
Clay  Co*,    Ind.  Wo  v;ero   successful   in  gathering   together  our 

drove  of  hogs   off   the  Oak  Hickory  and  Beach-wood,        Those 
hogs   lived  and  grovvTi  and   fattened  in   the  wood,        Tho  hogs  were 
bought   and   the  price  paid   in   silvor  money  was   one  dollar 
twenty-five   cents   for  himclrcd  gross   weight,    or  about   one   dollar 
one]   fj. fty   contn  not  wolght,  We   not   out   from   this   frontier 

J>Z3 


53 

neirhborhood  by  v;ay  of  GrocncaGtle,  Putnam  coimty,  and 
from  thence  to  Crav/fordsvllle,  Montgomery  Co.,  Ind.    Hore 
\7e  v/ero  on  the  outskirts  of  all  settlement.     Four  families 
had  rono  into  the  Wean  Prairie  some  15  distance  from  the 
spring  before  and  plo^ved  up  100  acres  of  prairie  and  planted 
in  com  zrmrK:^ before  the  lands  wore  open  for  sale  or  settle- 
ment.    V/e  reached  this  settlement  the  firnt  night  after 
leaving  Cravrfordsville. 

Proceeding  the  next  day,  we  reached  the  Wabash 
River  below  the  mouth  of  Wildcat  Creek  at  Davis  Indian  Trad- 
ing house  on  the  v/est  side  the  river  Wabash.   Wo  had  two 
horses  v.lth  us  on  which  packed  our  camping  xi-rDdequlppago 
and  our  provislono  on  this  journey  of  over  115  miles  dis- 
tance. 

We  succeeded  in  getting  a  long  Perogin  and  a 
canoe  from  this  trading  house  across  the  river  with  some 
assistanco  and  forcing  the  hogs  into  the  river  between  these 
water  crafts,  thoy  all  swam  across  the  river  safely  without 
loss  of  ono  of  thorn.    Then  we  swam  our  horses  across  above 
our  canoo.   It  was  a  cold  svfim  as  thero  was  snow  on  the  ground 
and  loo  on  the  river. But  wo  v.ero  fortunate  in  getting  these 
water-crafts,  and  in  getting  our  drove  and  horses  and  our- 
selves all  landed  over  river.  Wabash,  which  was  the  moat  for- 
raid'.'blo  to  csroroomo  in  our  Journey.   Wo  nov;  had  100  miles  of 
iTlldomess  tp  travel  mainly  up  the  river  Tippecanoe,    And 
horo  from  Davin  tr.'xdlng  bou:  ^  wo  took  tho  wroncr  Indian  trace 
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passlnr  over  tha  Tippecanoe  battle  grounds  and  learning  the  trace 
we  bore  more  to  the  eaat,  camping  out  in  the  v/oods  that  night, 
the  next  mominp-  falling  in  compciny  with  some  Indian  men 
who  Bhov/ed  uo  the  Indian  trace  in  the  prairie  north  of  the 
battle  ground,  aomo  two  miles  above  it,     Tliia  was  the  first 
night's  crossing  on  the  west  side  the  Wabash  River  and  from 
this  place  y/e  never  lost  our  way  through  to  the  end  of  our 
Journey. 

•  On  the  second  day,  we  came  on  to  the  banks  of  the 
Tippecanoe  River  and  crossed  the  Little  Tippecanoe  en- 
camped in  an  open  barren  country  and  here  it  became  cold  and 
frosty. 

And  on  the  third  day  it  was  bleak  and  cold  and  wo 
encoiintorod  some  difficulty  from  the  marshes  being  frozen 
over  ^'dth  ice.     Unacquainted  vie   had  to  make  our  way  with 
a  degree  of  uncertainty.      We  had  to  break  through  theso 
marshes  frozen  over  and  vrado''  through  the  frozen  ice  and  v/ater 
as  they  come,  also  all  the  creek  befcro  us,  this  was  severe  at 
times  in  the  open  prairies  and  bareness;.    However  in  all  our 
journey,  vjo   were  nev.ei^   ice  and  water  over  v/aist  deep.   On 
the  third  night  v:e  encamped  near  the  bluff  on  the  Tippecanoe 
river  near  (the  place  of  Monticello  in  V/hito  county  is  now 
situated.     Thorn  in  a  groat  oamonoaij  in  the  appearance  of 
the  country  up  this  river  made  up  of  barrona  and  strips  of  low 
prairie  with  pondu,  uto.,  until  you  roach  tho  Southr-m  Bond 
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of  St.  Joseph  river  (  St.  Joseph  county)  Suniptlous  Prairio  ±a 
the  largest  prairie  in  this  section  of  country  and  some  cood 
Burr  Oalr  barrens,  etc.,  and  good-looking  lands. 

We  were  six  days  out  from  our  crossing  the  VJabash  River 
arriving  at  our  journey's  end  on  the  24th  day  of  December  lBi33. 
The  next  dny   was  Christinas  Eve.  and  a  good  merry  tine  spent 
at  uaroy  Station,  on  l,he  waters  of  the  St.  Joseph,  the  first 
and  the  last  of  it  ever  seen  by  me,'    and  after  a  few  days, 
v/e  four  per'sons  and  one  horse  set  out  to  re-trace  our  journey 
homeward .     xhere  was  some  snow  on  the  groimd  but  the  v;eather 
clear  -  thawing  some  at  rndd-day,  and  in  all  our  journey  in 
going  to  and  returning  home  v;e  remained  healthy,    We  reached 
the  V/abash  on  the  fourth  day  at  noon  and  crossed  the  same  in 
seme  mrurmer  as  in  our  trip  outward  bound;  and  pursuing  our 
journey,  Vv'o  reached  our  pioneer  frie^nds  on  the  Weau  Prairie 
(  N.  B.  our  host  had  gone  to  the  Ohio  RiVer  for  money  to 
moot  the  land  sale  at  Crawfordsville  and  had  not  returned  and 
nov:  the  land  sale  of  the  district  v^as  intact.    And  the  wife  had 
gone  to  the  sale  of  lends  -   in  order  if  possible  to  save  their 
Congress  improvements  and  their  nev/  homo  on  this  frontier  set- 
tlement.   And  she  succeeded  by  friends  to  purchatse  the  lands  - 
and  save  their  new  homo.    She  got  home  a  few  hours  after  our 
arrival  and  reported  her  good  succosa  -  and  thero  was  joy  in 
that  household  that  night.)   All.  v/ere-'  merry  and  cheerful. 
I  v,'ill  rest  this  chapter  here,  it  being  the  closo  of  fourth  day 
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Dince  leo.vinr  "Carey  Mission  Gtation.'"^ 

Chapter  4  -  Of  Pionocr  Jottings. 
I  horein  rive  the  incidontc  more  fully  of  our  tr'avelo 
and  will  3tate(on  our  leaving  the  misaion  Etation  on  the  27th 
day  of  December  1B?3,  v.^ith  our  pony  carrying  our  camp  tent  and 
provisions  for  our  journey.,      We  had  calculated  to  reach 
the  V/abaah  River,  100  miles  distant,  at  the  end  of  the  third 
day,  but  the  morninr  of  tho  fourth  day  v.^o  v/ore  10  or  1?  miles 
above  the  "Old  Ilppecanoe  battle-grounds"  short  of  provisions  - 
about  one  half  ration.    The  \7oather  had  moderated  and  the  snov/ 
fonnod  and  the  snow  v.'a,ter  running  into  our  narrov/-  trace  made 
it  disagreeable  travelling,  but  about  noonday  v:e  got  to  "Davio  " 
Trading-house  v.hore  v.'e  expected  to  get  something  to  eat;  but 
in  this  v/o  wore  disappointed,  finding  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis 
v/ere  absent  from  home,  and  after  a  short  stop  here,  v/e  crossed 
over  the  \7aba8h  in  a  conoe  sv/imming  our  pony  across  the  river 
beside  the  cnnoo.   V/e  wore  nov/  on  the  oast  side  tho  river  and 
it  in  tho  afl.ornoon  of  the  fourth  day  we  sot  forv/ard  to  reach 
the  cettlcmeht  on  Y/eau  Prairie  some  6  or  8  miles  distant,  ar- 
riving at  this  out  settlement  of  four  families:  tov;lt,  Black, 
Dabcock,  and  Tbomtons  late  in  tho  afternoon.    We  had  stayed 
here  with  our  drove  of  hogs  on  our  trip  to  Michigan,  and  with 
Mr.  Black  or  r.-thor  Mrs.  Black  and  family  composed  a  or  10 
children  2  or  3  of  whom  wore  largo  young  women,  fu.lly  grov/n. 
Wo  wore  hospitably  treated  in  our  outward  goumoy  and  horo  wo 
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were  back  again  on  the  borders  of  civilization,  and  ac  de- 
tailed in  the  clooe  of  the  preceding  chapter.    The  father 
and  mother  both  aboent  but  the  girls  took  ug  in  for  the  night. 
We  were  hiingry  and  wearied  vdth  our  travel  through  melted 
snow  and  prosontod  rather  a  hard  appearance.    We  fomid  the 
family  o\it  of  flour  or  meal,  and  one  of  girlo  took  buckwheat  . 
and  ground  it  on  a  hand-mill,  while  the  others  made  other 
preparations  for  the  supper;     but  as  soon  as  could  be  ex- 
pected, the  supper  (  v;o  might  say  the  firbt  meal  for  two  v^holo 
days  )  vras  annouiiced  as  ready,  and  before  us  these  good  girls 
had  served  up  pork  and  potatoes,  btickv/heat  cakes  with  honey 
and  milk,  etc.,  etc.,  and  we  did  ample  justice  to  this  rich 
piece  of  good  things  set  before  us.   About  the  time  the 
supper  v/as  ended,  the  m.other  came  home  from  the  land  sales 
from  Crawfordsville  and  having  made  a  friend  in  person  of 
Mr.  Ambrose  Whit  lock,  the  receiver  of  the  land  office  who 
assisted  her  in  securing  their  homo  Decrambor  31,  1823  on  the 
morning  of  the  last  day  of  the  year.    We  left  our  hospitable 
friends  and  went  to  Crav/fordsvllle  and  remained  ovcr-niglit 
with  Mr.  Henry  Restine  who  kept  a  tavern.    Mr.  Rostine  had 
been  in  the  ranginr  service  of  the  v/ar  1812  and  had  boarded 
Polke's  fort  in  Knox  county,  therefore,  we  v^-ore  agreeably 
entertained  o.nd  every  courtesy  extended  to  vis  as  desirable. 
The  Crawfordsville  land  district  embraced  a  largo 
section  of  rich  lands  on  Lhc  upper  Wabaoh  and  had  attraclo'd 
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a   larr:o   crov/d  of   land,     specvilatora  _and   the   tido   of   emigration 
and   aottlemonta   v.'oro   flowing   i-ppidly  up   tho  V'cD.igh  Rivor  and 
to    the  west.  Indeed   tho  Y/eau   and   Shav;in  pra.lrj  on   in  Tinps- 

canoo   Coimty   is   a  vorjdesirablo  .;oction  of   coujitry  and   is   no\'f 
in   a  high   otate  of  iraprovemont.  B\)t    I   have   digressed   from   thii 

narrative   and   iioist    close   this    chapter. 

We  no\7  are   in   1824  and  vdll   in   conclus:ion    s'^y  '.7e 
left   Cra\7ford3ville   for  Grecncrr.tla,    arriving   we   ronained 
over  night,    and  on   the  next   day   v;e   v/ere   retracing   our    jo\xrnoy. 
The  Y/eather  v^as    varra   and   our   roads  muddy o     ,   Through  Curry 'a 
prairie   v;e  had   to   v,-ade   through  raters   from   Shoo  mouth  deep 
to  half   leg   deep   for  miles.  And  here   I   will   remark   that   in 

all   our   trip   there  never  was   a  night   on   going   out   or  retun-r'ng 
home  hut   our  feet   were  Y;et.  And  we   remained   in   good  health. 

And  on    tho  Bth  day   after   leaving"Caroy  Mission   "    in  Berian  Co., 
Michigan,    we   arrived  at   our  liomo   in  Knox  Coijinty,    Ind.        The 
estimated   distance   traveled   something   over  two  hundred  miles. 

Chapter  5.  1886 

I    nov;  had  entered  my  twentieth  year  of  age.      My 
father's   family   were  nov,'  growing  up   to  manhood  and  womanhood, 
and  he  had   gone   into   troding   dov.n   the   rivor  to  Nov;  Orleans, 
on   flat  boats    and  had  made  one   trip,    and  vms   boat   T:viildi;TC;'  -H 
order  load   it   with   produce   and  making   another  trip  in   early 
sprinp-.  I   now  was   put   in    charge  of   tho  ficnn  during  his 

absenoo  dor.n   the  River  vd th  hired  plow.        To   take   tho   care  of 
ntonk   ond   rthor  buninenn   and   plow  lands,    plant   cot^   and   culti- 
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vato  the  same.      So  thin^^o  v/ero  passing  av/ay,  and  farm- 
ing and  rivor  ti^ading  wem  difforont  callings.    The  farm 
vms  running  dov.n,  the  fencoc  and  buildingo  were  dovm   and 
becoming  dilapidated  and  the  wants  of  a  large  family  were 
many.    And  for  the  next  two  years  a  groat  sameness  of 
life  took  place  -  the  winters  consuming  all  the  summer 
could  yield,  and  I  now  had  bocomo  of  age,  or  full  21  years 
old.     My  father  had  traded  dovm  the  river  and  had  been 
unsuccessful  and  involved  in  debt  and,  as  intimated  the  farm 
in  a  bad  condition,  fences  and  buildings  needing  repairs. 
Indeed  the  fences  had  to  be  repaired  in  order  to  secure  the 
crops.     And  now  for  the  last  six  months,  after  becoming 
of  age,  before  setting  out  in  life  for  my  mother's  and  sisters 
and  children's  sake,  I  still  remained  on  the  farm  as  one  of 
the  family.      And  during  the  winter  of  1B26,    1    cut  and 
split  4000  rails  and  took  the  train  and  hauling  them  all 
roimd.  the  farm  for  tlie  repairing  of  same.    And  in  the  month 
or  Folnixr.ry ,    J    loft,  my  fatlio'-'s  house,  ^7i  th  liorso,  oaddlo 
and  bridle.     Possoasinp-  a  strong  body  and  strong  will  with 
spirits  bouyant,  with  an  education  sufficient  to  tranaoct  ray 
ov.Ti  bur.iness  in  life  and  the  first  adventure  was  to  assist 
open  up  and.  tend  a  sxigar  camp  on  \7hit;e  River  near  whore  the 
tov.n  of  Edv/ardsport  now  stands. 

Jottings  of  Pioneer  Life, 

Chapter  6    -      1886. 
I  now  in  the  spring  of  18  26  loft  the  homo  of  my  father 
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and  mothor  and  took  charge  of  a  nmall  farm  near  (Edwardaport ) 
on  v.'hicl:  Valliarn  Kolth  had  takon  a  lease  of  years.   I  took 
the  oversirht  of  the  boys  and  cultivated  a  corn  crop  of 
some  25  acres  on  the  shares  wliich  .yielded  me  near  400 
bushels  of  com  and  after  the  corn  crop  was  laid  by,  I  then 
was  employed  by  citizens  of  the  neighborhood  to  teach  school 
and  for  the  first  time,  I  undertook  the  task  of  school-keep- 
ing for  three  months  and  some  of  my  school  children  were 
on  the  east  side  of  White  River,  and  had  to  cross  over  in 
a  co.noe  of  raoniings  and  evenings  to  attend  schooly  but  by 
the  united  efforts  of  the  tv;o  neighborhoods  (  with  a  few  sent 
and  boarded)  a  school  of  30  and  40  scholars  were  gathered  in 
this  school,  the  first  on  the  west  banks  of  IVhite  River  ever 
taught  above  "Deckers  Old  Station"  on  the  Vinconnos  and 
Evansville  Road.    After  the  expiration  of  school,  I  then 
assisted  my  father  in  getting  out  timbers  and  building  a 
flat  boat,  gathering  the  crop  of  com,  etc.,  until  the  early 
apring  of  luf"?.     When  the  early  rliio  in  the  river  came, 
v.-e  were  ready  to  make  th.e  trip  to  llev;-  Orleans  and  v,'o  sot 
sail  and  after  a  lon~  tedious  voyage  of  some  five  or  six  weeks 
wo  landed  at' the  city  ITev;  Orleans;  after  making  sale  of  our 
boat-load  of  produce  at  most  ruinous  prices,  wo  boarded  the 
steamboat  Eibemla  and  at  the  end  of  nine  days  and  nights 
were  landed  at  Evojiville,  on  the  Ohio  River.    The  tovm  was 
a  little  dog  fennvl  village  at  that  early  day.    V/o  sot  out 
on  foot  for  Vinconnoo,  Knox  Cn . ,  Ind- ,  but  wore  noon  log 
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v/eary  an.i  nore  footed.    And  v/g  then  hired  a  hack  to  convey 
U3  to  Vincennoa,  etc.     Wo  v.ere  gone  about  two  months  on 
thi3  voye.r^e  to  tho  City  of  llev,-  Orloo,na.     After  my   return 
homo  off  the  river,  I  then  laho-red  on  my  father's  fann 
throu.;-]":  the  oummor  of  1827.    My  eldest  sister  (Delilah)  and 
I  toolc  a  journey  to  Shelby  Co.,  Ky.  and  from  thence  to 
Union. Co.,  Ind.,  and  I  returned  home  by  Indianapolis,  it 
was  then  a  new  place,  a  stumpy  little  tov.-n.  A-^  I  labored  on 
tho  farm  at  home,  during  the  winter  of  16  27  and  1828.   It 
v/as  a  warm  open  rainy  v. inter  and  made  memorable  from  tho 
hirh  v/aters  in  all  our  weotom  rivers,     ^n  the  spring  of 
1828,  I  planted  a  corn  crop  on  my  father's  lands  and  on- 
gaged  again  in  school  toach.ing  in  B         Tov/nship,  and 
kept  school  for  nine  m.onths  on  the  "^erre  Haute  Road  south 
of  the  Shaker  Prairie  and  in  the  closing  of  the  v/inter  1828 
and  1829,  taurht  a  term  of  three  months  in  Palmyra  Township 
six  miles  east  of  Vincennes.    Returning  home  on  my  father's 
farm  again,  and  cultivating  com  and  school  teaching  until 
October  29th,  1829,  I  was  united  in  raarriago  to  Miss  Harriet 
Shepherd,  and  in  the  early  spring  of  1830  I  took  a  lease  of 
years  on  the  "Old  I.  McCoy"  farm  and  on  the  second  day  of 
April  1830,  I  moved  and  settlod  on  tho  same.     I  bought  tho 
first  90  acres  of  Isaac  McCoy  for  .'1^.200.00  and  made  additional 
purcliasos  until  I  had  a  frnn  of  265  acres  all  in  good  re- 
pair.   And  horo  on  thooo  lands  v/oro  spent  tho  vigor  and 
strongtli  of  my  life,  In  f  rmlng  and  in  clearing  up  lands. 


for  n^,'fir  fifty  y-arn,  etc.,  etc.,  and  a  family  of  seven 
clilldren,  four  :;onn  and  lln-vo  dau;;htoro  roared  up  to  man- 
hood ond   v/oraanhood  (  v,'or3  oducntod  and  schooled  and  sup- 
ported from  'ly  ov;n  nnd  vlfo's  lahoro)  before  any  "Public 
school  houses  or  eduC'-'tional  purposes,  and  in  conclusion, 
I  v/111  state  that  death  never  took  avmy  any  member  of  my 
family  for  fifty  long,  long  years.    I  rest  here.   Feb, 
27th,  1886. 

Chapter  7 . /      . 
V/Tion  I  first  settled  on  the  waters  of  Maria  Creek, 
the  country  was  in  a  wild  condition.    Money  was  scarce, 
but  th'j  wild  ran^e  for  stoclc  v/as  abT.xndant,  and  wild  game, 
suc}i  as  deer,  wild  turkeys,  squirrels  and  wild  ducks, 
geese  v.lth  their  various  chattering  notes  and  sandhill 
crvjnea   by  the  swarm,  flew  over  in  their  passages  from  north 
to  the  south  in  the  fall  season  of  the  year,  and  then  in 
the  early  spring,  they  would  fly  over  to  the  north  to  nest 
and  rear  their  young  around  the  Great  Nortliern  Lakes,  rivers 
and  ponda  and  marshes.      Also  the  prowling  wolf,  wild-cat, 
panther,  and  b^^ars,  etc.,  etc.,  were  in  their  hiding  places 
in  our  forest  v.llds  -  and  the  wild  honey  in  trees  -  and 
fishes  in  all  our  streams,  made  this  a  very  desirable  country 
for  the  back-woods  pioneer  men,  but  little  trading  was  done 
and  exchongo  by  bartering  of  wild  moats  and  skins,  }ionoy 
booov;ax,  etc.  fo)'  salt,  pov.'der  and  lead  and  other  goods. 
Hone  manufncturvu.i  for  cloDTin-  the  familioo  wore  the  order 
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of  the  day  of  flex  an;!  tov/  linen  I'.'ith  cotton,  homo  raanrif act^-iro 
and  v/oolon  roodc  sue)!  as  lincojr,  janes  and  flannolB  of  homo- 
opun  and  v.'oven  on  ho.nd  looms  by  v.omsn  of  our  country  and  a 
stronr  rivalry  often  api-Tinr-  up  who  could  oxcel  in  the  neateat 
gooda  mad'::;  and  manuf o,ctur''-id  by  hnnds  -  such  as  table  linens, 
coverlids,  flojinols  for  ladies'  v/oar  and  mixed  janes,  etc., 
for  men's  v.'ear  and  our  boys  and  girls  were  thus  taught  to 
become  skilled  in  all  farm  v/ork  and  household  labor  and  more 
of  true  friendship  and  peace  a.nd  happiness  prevailed  among 
the  inhabitants  than  at  the  present  day,  with  all  our  edu- 
cational advantages  and  boasted  advancements  in  literature 
and  science  and  the  arts,  and  novv  discoveries  of  the  mechani- 
cal and  labor  saving  machinery.^   But  I  must  close  this  chap- 
ter on  the  rorniniscencos  of  the  past  and  Younr  America  will 
call  it  old  fogyiam  and  v/ondor  that  their  fathers  had  not 
been  more  vdse. 

Old  Timer  I.  P. 
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Mrs.  N.  P.  Lapolie, 


I  am  cominfT,  loved  onea,  coming, 
To  greet  you  all  onco  more. 

-  Suo 


Of  my  childhood  home  I 'm  droaming 

And  my  feet  to  it  v/ould  stray 
But  thoHQ  lovinr  ones  that  made  It  dear 

Have  v:andered  far  o.v,'ay. 
Not  one  reraaineth  near  It 

V/lth  some  life's  droama  are  o'er 
And  those  that  still  are  left  on  earth 

Can  all  moot  tliere  no  more. 


The  sweet  wild  rose  is  blooming 

And  the  speckled  lily  too, 
On  the  borders  of  the  prairie 

\71iere  so  boo.utiful  they  grew. 
The  locust  troc  still  costs  its  shade 

Upon  the  old  liouso  door, 
tJut  those  v;ho  once  beneath  it  sat. 

Can  all  sit  there  no  more. 

The  Gra.nd  sires  form  is  sleeping 

Beneath  the  church-yard  sod, 
And  the  fathers ■  noble  spirit  '  ■ 

Has  ascended  too  to  God. 
Tho  children's  feet  are  strayinr- 

To  g.'>.ther  earthly  store, 
And  tlioso  that  formed  that  household  group 

Can  all  sit  tliere  no  more. 

Tho  mother's  fonn  is  bending 

Beneath  the  weight  of  years 
O'er  the  graves  of  mony  children 

Her  eyes  have  dropped  its  tears. 
The  years  are  quickly  speeding 

Life's  task  will  soon  be  o'er 
Then  all  will,  meet  at  that  glad  homo 

V/here  par  tin?;  is  no  more. 

-r-5.  N.  r.  Lap"lle.     V.'ashinrton  City,  1053 

Died  1804. 
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Animal   Refj.at or  ■ 

la  :^5 

By   loaac  !,!cCoy. 

By    tho  Indian   Topj.j_tory   In  meant   the   country 

vdthin   the   follov.lnr    liinita,    To-v,lt:- 

^eginninr   on  Rod  River   oast   of   the  I.'oxican 

Boundary   and   a<j   f,-ir  v/est   of  Arkansas   Territory  as    the   country 

Is   habitable,    thence  dovm  Red   River   easterly   to  Arkansas 

Territory.        Thence  Northerly   alonr   the   line   of  Arkansas 

Territory    to    tho   State   line   of  Missouri,    thence  north  along 

the   western   line  of  to    the  l/Iissouri   River    (   nov;  Kansas   City) 

and   from   thonce  up   the  Missouri   River   to   Puncah  River  and 

thence  v/osterly   as    far  as    the    country   is  habitable,    thence 

south   to    tho   place   of  beginning. 

The   scarcity  of  timber  renders   these   remote 
regions    tov/ards    the  Rocky  fountains  uninhabitable    .        But   it 
is    supposed   that    the   -mantity   of   timber  vdthin   the  territory 
is    sufficient    to   admit   of   settlements   on   an  average  v/idth 
from   Kn.sL    to  V-'ost   of   HOO  miles,    and   tho   country   an   do- 
acribod   above   i ''  from  nortli   to    south  about   600  miles,  _  ■ 

Tliere   is   a   striking   similarity  between   all 
parts   of  .tho   territory.        Tho    soil   is   generally   rich  and   it 
in    thought    that    in  no   part   of    tho   world    so   oxtcnr.ivo  a   region 
of   rich   soil  has  b-on   discovered   as   in   this   of  The   Indian  Ter- 
ritory, 

In    the,  Contr'i.l   portion   the   atmospliero  is    sa-* 
lubrioun    and    th  ■   olimat  ■   procl;-oly   such  ao   is   desirable.     . 
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It    cont".in;;   mucli   r.in^rr.l   v.'Cnalth,    coal   and   salt    wator,    Icdd 
and    Iron   oro,        Tinbor  ic    ccriroo   an'l   this   defect    of   all   prairie 
co\inti'y   v.hic!'   hno  boon   settled   in   ovorcorno   by   the   fires 
belnr;    ntoppod,    by    tho   rrasinp:   of-  ntock,    etc. 

The   prairi3   grass    is    a   rood    substitute   for  hay   and    of 
sufficienL    length   for   ihe   sythe.         Tho   chocktavra,    Creeks, 
Chorokoes,    Osyges,   Kansas   and  ^elav;are   Indians  :aro   entitled 
to    lands   v/ostv^ard   as    far   as    the  U.    S.    Territories    extend, 
and   others   as   far  as    the   Rocky  Mountains    fiOO  miles   of   this 
Territory   in   v.ldth'  is  habitable  of   this   vast   and   iminonso 
country. 

Isaac  HcCoy. 
A.    D.     1835. 
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Lny    -    Fay otto. 
Alox'jnclor  Bln,okbum   and  I.larraret   EliTcoAioth  Hail   wero 
married   at   l.^oCovab,    Illinois,    Sept.    11,    lR6n. 

The   followinr;  no.mod   chj.ldron,    five   in   ntimbc>r,    to-v/it: 
Rut}T   Blackburn,    born    in    Chicaco,    March   18  1R71 

iBabol   ?,:.    B. 
Geo.    N.    B. 
Alox  E.    H.    B. 

Jol-ai  Hail   -   B   -    Lay-fay otte 
Indiana 

All   alive. 
Signed  '!.    E.    Blackburn  IJothor, 
Lay-Fayotte,    Ind. ,    July    25        1884. 

M.    E.    Blackburn, 


March  9 

1874 

April  3 

1870 

Feb.   12 

1878 

Oct.      25 


1880 


^.^ 
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Eri,rly   Settlers   of  V.'ldcnor   Tp. 


Jol-iri  V.l doner,    Senior, 

1804 

Androw  Y/ilkins 

tt 

\7in.    Taylor 

» 

Charles   Co.rico 

ti 

Joseph  Ransford 

N 

Joseph  Listen 
Ednund   Lit; ton 
John   Lcmen 
Peter  Ijonsbrourli 
Alexander  ClTambers 
Joseph   Thomas,    etc.   i 
.Ledvdok   Earnest 
1st        School   taurht   in  Y.'.    T.  .     1810 

1  Justice   of    the   pc-aco 

Y.'illia',^.  Police,    I.    P. 
1st        Preacher  Baptist, 

iGauc  WcCoy,  1810 

let        Person  uaptizod  in  ?:aria  Creek, 

Joseph   Liston 
1st        L';>.rvi;i,r"o 

Josopl'   Thomas    -   Ilancy   Ch;i.mbry, 
1  Clrl  Id    horn,  /'a 


Aged 
90 


Charles  Police  18  07  •   79 

Win.  Polko  1808  67 


96 
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Jacob  ".Vidoncr  1805 

lot   Death 

Jarn-j3  Taylor,  boy. 

lat    and.   only  psrson  killed  by  the  In- 
dians v/as 
Daniel  Ho llin^s worth        1812 

let   Church  Baptint  1809 

1     Log  house  1810 

Scliool  in  lor  mcetin"  house, 

TituG  B.  V.'illord,  Teacher. 


Nani'^o  of  Scholars, 
Ch.    Polke's  James  Polkc,  Ind.      X 

Dolilrh      " 

Lixcincla      " 
TiKh'P  '!uU>nc<-',    ■•o.  Kli'j;ab..);.h   "  Mioyouri      X 

V.'ra.    Polke's  Cynthia  Polke 

Adam   G.         " 

Nancy  " 

Polly  "  Laporto,    Ind.      X 

Pet or  Ruby's        Delilah  Ruby 

Jane  " 

JJ.    F.  " 

l.lo.  r,.    :;.    r<    Dy,  I.awrr.nco  Co-,    !:o.    X 

1^0 
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Adi-iras  IVm.    Adans 

Thorn an    " 
McCoy  Mahal a  McCoy 

Rico  " 

Josophus  " 
Kansarj  .  Dolilc.h  5-,   Calvin  McCoy        Kaneaa    X 

V/idener  Polly  Widanor 

Robncca  " 

Jacob  " 

Johr-    .1  .       " 

Luke  Outrirht    " 
L.    Earnest's      Lev/is  Earnest 

Nathaniel  " 

Jacob  " 

Patcy  " 

Sajnl.Liiidtioy      Elir.ab -tl-i  Lindooy        X 

Sainuol    Lindaoy 
Thoo.    Piety'Lj  Peggy  Piety 


Join   LoiiKni'o 


Sn.muel 

ft 

Nancy 

ti 

Thoraas 

ti 

Anna     ■ 

« 

IllinoiB 

X 

V;ill:i:'m 

» 

Indiana. 

X 

David 

Lonon 

Polly 

Lorn  on 
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Robert    Lonijn'n  Mar-j'-io,   Lomon 

Jo  In  K        " 
Thoc.    Quic.ic's  Po.tsy      Quick 

Thomao        " 
Vi'm.    Drake 'a  Henry      Dro.ke 

Patoey        " 
V:n.    Taylor's  Nathaniel   Taylor 

Jos.  " 

Luzador's  Aaron  Luzacler 

Cordilla  " 
Joseph  Chtiiiil-)ry ':j  Ferruson  C. 
D o.vi  d   Y; i  ].  k i  n  g  Jo  hji  \'l . 


V 


Those  marked   X  sti]l    livinr   so   far   aa   I    know  at 
the   pr -sent   day   Doc.    ^j,    in('5. 

Jimrr.   Polko,    Elir.abeth    (I,)    Cox  and  Y.'illinm  Piety 
still    .•.'live   anO    live   in  Knox  County,    Ind.    1685. 

Knox  Coimty   Deler^atos   in   Conventio)!   Corydon  Indiana 
Territory   18 IG   - 


Y/illi.-ni   Polke 
Ben;iamin  Parko 
John   Johnson 
John   Badolott 
John  Benofielcl 
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10  24  and   inr5     . 
Tho   Indian.-'.   Loriiilatnro   nvniovcd    from   Corydon, 
Harri.Ton   Co.,    Ind.  ^omovod    to   Indlano.polin, 

Ind.    Int   Monday   in    Dec.    iaC4. 

Jan.    1825. 

'i 

Tho  population  of  Indiai-i  Territory  1R16  v/aa  about 

97,000  in  14  count! ra  tov.-it:-  Knox,  Gibson,  Posey,  Y^arlck, 
Dearborn,  Sv/itzerland,  jefforscn,  Clark,  Harrison,  Perry, 
V/arlck,  V/aoliington,  T'/ayne,  Franklin,  14  counties. 

All  the  fiboyo  counties  bounded  on  tho  Ohio  River 
except  five  count! on  .tov;it:  -  Wayne, Franklin,  north  on 
Ohio  lino,  V/achincton  -  and  Knox  and  Giboon  County  on  the 
V;abaoh  River. 

Remarks. 
The  Convention  at  Corydon  Indian  T'orritory  hold 
a  sessio!'!  of  five  Ti-eeks  and  adjourned  nine  die.   A 
free  Stoto  Constitution  and  votod  iipon  and"  approved  by  tho 
people  1''1G  -  1817.     Constitution  amended  1850  four  nontln 
session. 
1885  James  Polko. 


\ 


Bom  Harried  Eral£:ratod> 

\4744  1774  1780  , 

Charles   Folko^^^.       r::;  I'rs.    Delilah  Tylor 


V.iTi.    Polko 
Klizabotli   Polko 
l;;'.11v   Polko 


--__  Mrn.    Sally   Cooper 

'■:=-  L">pior   Spencer 

—     ,      Y/ill!;uii   rirucf) 
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Nancy   Pollre  CL. 

Chn.rlrifj   PolkG  \-<".  — -^ 

Christiana  Police  *:=- 

Edward   PolJre  -^^ 

Elinor  Police  z:- 

Polly     Polko  -::- 

Thomasj   Polko  ;::i 

Robert   Polke  ^ 

All   dead      1885. 
T;illio.rn   Polke   fainily 

Dellloh  P. 

Esther  P. 

Susan  P. 

Cynt}iia  P. 

Ada-n  G'.    Polko 

Nancy   P. 

Polly   P. 

Bcn;it\'riin 
.      V/illiar;i  Tylor  P. 

Chrintlan   P. 

Eloanor. 


Pet or  Ruby 
Ilargaret  McQ,uaid 
Isaac  McCoy 
Achsah  Vanmetre 
Jolm  HollingBTrorth 
Philip  Bell 
MiRs   Sloan 
Elizabeth  V/idenor 


Hs-nsbrougli 

II.  D.  Wheeler 

G.  Lindsey 

V/.  D.  Shepherd 

Caroline  Burnside 

Hyo.cinth  Lapello 

I'r.  Niles   ■ 

Unknovrn 

Andrews 

Ail  deo,d  v/ith  the  exception 


of  I^rs.  Polly  Milon  at  Laporto,  Laporto  County,  Ind. 
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Elizabeth^  Gp'^ncor 'c;   Family 


Nmicy   Sponcor  Daniel   Bell 

Delilah   Spencn^  Dr.    James    Slaurhtor 

Geoi'ge   Spencer      )        Officern    in  U.    S. 
Join  OS    Spencer        )  Array 

Jane   Spencer 

Mile   R.    Davis 

Jiatilda   Spencer  Jolin  Tipton 

_Sally  "  G.    R.    P.    V/ilnon 

Mrs.    Sally  T/ilBon   died   1085 

All   dead. 

Sally   Enice  Family 

Charles   r.    Bru.ce 

\Vm.    D.    Bruce  Elizabeth  Polke  •, 

Delilah  Bruce  John  Ilolmea 

Spier  S.    Bruce  Mioo   -   Chamhoro 

Polly  Squire  Bruce 

Elizabeth,  John   Lafolotte 

Lucinda'  Jolin   Scrogr^n 

Kitty   Bruce 

Harrison  Bruce. 

loauc  D.  Bruce 

All  dcdd  lans 

1") 
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Nancy  Ruby's  Fanlly. 
Delila].  Ruby 
Jano      " 
Benjamin  F.  Ruby 
Spier  L.  Ruby  . 
CharlGs  Ruby 
John  Ruby 
Sally  Ruby 
Robert  Ruby 

All  dead  except  Spier,  Spencor  Ruby 
living  MicGouri. 


John  Knith 
Robert  Jo  hill  son 
Lucy  Lemen 
Polly  Shepherd 

Debby  Fail    ' 


Charles   Polko '3"^son  '  o   family. 


Jamorj  Police  .   • 

Delilah     "    '  ' 

Lucinda      " 

V>'m.    B.         " 

Noncy  "    died   1B35 

Elizabeth" 

Edin\xi-ad        " 

Isabel   P.      died   18^.7 

Charlou;   P.         "      18  39 

Isaac        P. 

Chrintinna 

John  I.I. 

IlM.rr.M,rot  ^{^ 


Harriot   Sheplierd 
A.    Blackburn      1828 
Obed  Macy 

/    . 
C.    W.    Short 

Jane  Elliott 


Mary   Cox 
J.    P.    Cox 
Eli7.a    J.    1!:111 
llonry   I'.artJoy 
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No.    i:^ 
Fi  V ij   Su r vi  vo r s   to v;i  t :  - 

Janiea   Polko,  Indiana. 

ChrlBtiana  Maxv.oll,  '  Kansas. 

Isaac   Police,  Indiana 

Elizabeth  Short  Missouri 

Margaret  Barla'ey  Barney,  ^  Ind, 


A.?- 


Edward  Polke 
Chan.  P. 
Polly 

Elizabeth  :.^ 
V,'m.  Y. 
Isaac 


Family. 

Mrs.  Updegraff 
John  Maxwell 
Y'm.  Bruce 
Polly  Haddon  ^ 
Mm.    Parmer 


Jolmoon  Lykin 


One  survivor-  Isaac  Polke, Illinois . 

Christiana  McCoy's 
l.Iahala 
Rice 

Josephus 
Dolilah 
X  Jo}in  Calvin  McCoy 
Elizabeth 
Sally 
Eleanor 
Isaac  McCoy 
Unl:nov,Ti  ^ 


il 
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X     One   survivor  -    Jo}">n   C-'^^-lvor  I'cCoy,    Chouteau,    Kansas 


8. 


Polly  BGll'u  Fa-dly.     - 

Chorion  Uoll    ■  Lydia  Barby 

.      tineline  David  Kopler 

Williom  Boll  Nancy   Lomcn 

Sally  -   Burns 
Betsey 

Five   in   all.        All   dead   1885. 


Hannah  Hill 
I'ra ,  Palmer 
Harry  Palmer 


JaiTiea  McClure 


9.  Eleanor  IIollin£s\vorth. 

G.    V/.    Hoi  ling svrarth 
Joseph  Hollingsv.'orth 
Elizabeth 
Eleanor 
Isaac  H. 
Christiana 

Survivors   tovdt:- 
Joseph  H. 

Isaac  H.  •        ' 

Christiana  McClure  1885. 

9.  Thomas   Polke   removed   to  Arlcn.nsaa   '^eriltory   18.v0 

and    from    thi^nco    to   Texas.        Thonns    diod   aged   85    years,    tho 
last   survivor  of   tho   f -.mily   of  Chnrles   and  Delilah  Polke. 
Somo   survivors   of   his    fumily      (   unlrno;^!) 
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10  Robort   Police  FMnily  Kanaaa. 

Thomao 

Jolm    V;. 

Mary  Poter  Choteau 

Perry 

Charles 

Robert 

6 

Survivor  -   Thomas  Polke,    Kansas 

JolLn  Polk 6  " 

Mary  Chotcau    " 

Robert  Calif oraia. 

Thus   one  by   one  v.'e   fjo   v.'ith  the   lon^t   lino   of  Adam's 

posterity. 

"Time   like   an    over   rollinr    stream 
Boars    all    its    sons    av/ay . " 

The  Kinr   on   the    tlirono   and    the  boj^gar   shar'O   one 

comnoii    fnte. 

I.    P.    ■ 

Dec.    5,    18B5. 

•  y 

Old   Settlors   Meetinr;    1883. 
Held  at   Gosport,    Ov.'on   County,    Ind.    tv/elvo   counties   • 
3upiX)sod    to  be   there  8000  people. 
Orsranizod, 
Elder  Hay  don  Hayes   off  err;   pro.yor    (   now  dead)    and 
lion.    TlioiP!',r.   A.    Ilnndrlcko   addronnod   tho  moetlnL^   25  minutes, 
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Thomao   A.    Hendricks    died    25   November   1885. 
God  BlooG   Tho  rionoorr.   of  Our  Coimtry. 

God  bless    tho   early   pionoGr 

The   livin£r   ejnd    tho   dead, 
Aged  neinhbors,    friends   our  peers 

For  v.hat    they've   done   and    said. 

God  bless    tho   fathers   old   and  gray 

The  grand  old  aged  nothor£  too, 
God  bless   then   all,    v/e"KumTDly pray , 

The   sisters   and  the  brothers   too. 

God  bless    them   for   their   early   toil 

For  all    that   v/e    enjoy 
Our   Gchoolc,    our   churches   and  our   soil 

Y/hicli  now  our  minds    employ. 

God   bless    them   for   their  noble  deeds 

Their   courage   and   forbearance 
Take  no    thought   of   sex  or   creed 

Bless    them  grand  old   parbnts. 

Bless    them   for  our  homes   and   lands 

For   all   v;e  have  and  are 
God  bless    the  noble  Christian   land 

V/ith   tlxy   rood  v/ill   and    care. 

God  bless   them   every   day    they    live 

And  when  they  pass   avmy 
A  hn,ppy   Tiomo   in  Heaven   give 

A^id  thus  will  ever  pray. 

Araon. 
Aug.  9,  188?. 

Mont.  Hovrard. 

Old  oettlers  of  Or/on  County,  Indiana, 

Blanny  VJhit taker,     8G     Resided  56  years. 

V/m.  Montgomery       86 

V/m.  Combo  85         "    58    " 

Uncle  Mccarty  8  3  "60        " 

V/ifo  (i!.'        Tho   older  mt'.rrlod   from   County. 


5^" 
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(f 

58 

H 

59 

It 

55 

II 

55 

Y.'jn.  Brov.n       78 

[  Freddie  Gor.s    73   (1817)  Resided  66  years 

I  Gottlorn  of  Morgan  County,  ■  • 

J  Philip  Hodges   86  "    59    " 

I  Tobias  Butler   '90  "    57    " 

Wife   ■        80      ■._ 

j  Adarji   Stior  V/alt  8  3  "  58        •* 

\ 

\  Levi  V^Tiittaker  80 

\ 

Wm.  Sandy       78 

i 

I  .  Sally  Goss      76 

5  Rebecca  Guy     80 

I  Elijah  Brovv-n 

I  Jamea  ?,I.  Mathes  76    and  wife 

Early  rominlncencec  of  G03Gport  by  Jamea  M,  Mathes • 
D("'iocrat .  \ 

}  Aa  Yow   arc  r-oinf  to  publinh  on  the  ground  on  the 

9 til  of  August  18^5  of  the  Old  Settlers  mooting,  I  suppose 
a  fovv-  words  from  "One  of  the  Old  Boyc"  no^^'  in  hin  76th  year 
will  not  be  concidored  oul  of  place,  conceminp;  the  days  of 
I       "Auld  Lang  Syne." 

I  V/hon  I  vms  n  lad  my  'parents  came  to  the  "now  purchase" 

I       and  Bcttlod  on  a  tract  of  land,  aftorv/ard  ov/nod  by  Thomas  Sandy 
[       one  miio  north  of  Goscport.    Tlio  old  boundary  lino  oronsod 
I       the  country  west  of  the  track  v/horo  Lho  Cit.y  of-Gosoport  now 
!       ntnndn.    Wo  cum-   to  Uv,  .Inco  n.  ynar  or  more  before  the      J/ 
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Icuid   in   the  no\:   pui^chaoo.        And    to   all   the   country  woet   to 
the   V/abash   River  v.th    called    "v;o.bar>h   Court."         Indiana  had   bo- 
como   a   otate   in   lOlo    and   Corydon  v/ao    the   capital.        The 
countiy    then  v/aa   an  unbrolzon   v.iidemosrj .  The  noblo   red 

man  over   the   country   and  not   a  day   passed  over  that   we   did 
not  hear   the   crack   of   the   rifle   as   ho  brought   dov/n   the   doer 
or   turkey  v/hi  ch  were   abundant   In   these   oarly  days.      And 
the  nirht  made  hideous   by    the  hovrlinp-   of   the   vralvec,    the 
screams   of   the   panther  and   the  hootings   of   the  ov;ls;      but 

'vie  had   a  more  deadly    enemy   than   those.  The   terrible 

lurked 
rattle-snakoo   kaalccsd.     about   our  prths   and   in  our   camps, -^^ 

causinr   great   terror  day   and  nicht.  Tho   snakes   v.'ould 

den  up   throurli    the   v.lnter  in   the   rocky  bluffs   and    crav/l   out 
in    tho   spring   and   spread    t}irourh   the    coimtry;    and   in  October 
and  Kovem.ber  return    Lo    their  dens   in   the   bluff  and   sink 
holes  by  hundreds  'lyinr   torpid  until   u-arm  weathiOr.      Their 
bites   did  not    olv.ays   prove   fatal,    but    still   they  wore   a 
terror.  Tlie   iiottleni   {'-enoi-ally   lived   in    crunps   the   first 

■v/intor  made  of  polos   -   vdth  open   fronts   -   without   floors    , 
bedquilts   and   deer   skins   were  hung   round   and  hickory   or   elm 
bark   throv.n  upon   poles,    etc.    for   the   floors   and    tlicno   ar- 
rangements   for   sleopinp-   purposes;        and   the  mother  made    johmny 
ca]:es   with    sv/eet  milk   o.vA   venison   or   turkey   for  ou.r  faro.      V/o 
laid    ourselves    dcvn    to    slooi-). 

Wy   fnther   cfino    to    Lhe   sottlemont    in   1020  when   there 
v;Gre  but   few  nottlern   here,    Uncle  Epriam  Goss   and   family  with 


8  2 

Bon-ln-lav;  Philip  Hoclres,  Jorry  Sandy,  Bcnjo.min  AiTiold 
Abncr  and  V/illic:-  Andercon,  David  Lviliinbill  and  John 
Troat,  the  grandfather  W.  B.  F.  Troat  and  Isaac  James 
and  John  Buoklrl:,  across  tho  river,     Othora  carao  in 
shortly  af t^^rv.'Rrds  and  settled  north  of  us.    \Ie   will  name 
some  of  thorn,  viz: 

Brasirs,  Thompsons,  Asher,  Steerwalt  and  sons,  John, 
Jacobs,  Colonel  Robt.  McVJooden  and  others. 

One  incident  I  v.lll  mention.     The  tract  of  land 
v/herc  Gossport  no'.v  stands  belon^red  to  a  man  in  Ohio  \7ho 
wanted  to  sell  it.    My  father  and  I  v/antod  to  buy  it  for 
the  purpose  of  raakinr  a  fji^rm  on  it,  but  v;e  were  anticipated 
and  other  parties  v;ho  pot  it.    Colonel  IVooden  and  Co.  laid 
off  the  town  of  Gossport  in  1828. 

I  was  married  in  tho  month  of  I.iarch  5,  1828,  and  tho 
fii'Bt  wor'k  done  after  marriare  was  to  cut  and  split  1000 
rails  for  old  c^^'"if''f"'ther  Dittcraoro,  which  I  did  in  one  v.'eek, 
wall:inf\  fron  I'ome  a  mile  away  and  takinr'  my  dinner  with  vb  ; 
and  I  made  tho  roils  in  the  center  of  the  city  of  Gossport, 
the  first  work  done  to  improve  the  tovvn  and  the  price  received 
was  33  l/o  cents  per  100  or  f.^.OO  per  1000.   And  I  in- 
vest'xl  this  ^.3. 00  with  L'rs.  Owens  of  Bloomington  for  stigo-r,- 
kottles  and  I  and  younr  v.lfe  made  over  300  pounds  of  maple 
our."^r  and  ■•xclinnrod  n    p-rt  for  coffoo  ah  Mi-s.  Owona  of  whom 
wo  had  Imi-ht  the  kettles,  paylnrr  50  cents  per  powTd  for  tho 
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cof.foo  v.lth  Gurri.r  rit    12  l/P  cent  for  pound  and  here  I  mi^-ht 
rGlo.to  a  tlioun.'ino  incidont:-'  oi'   thoHo  oarly  daya  but  I  for- 
bear, 

Bedford,  Ind.  Jamos  M.  Mathes. 

Aug.  7>,    1883. 

Remarks. 
I  attended  thiG"eiu  Settlers  I^eotin^;"  and  was  T79II 
entertained.      Indeed  it  vms  a  feast  of  fat  things  and 
an  Oasis  in  this  desert  land,  -  thiti  land  of  sorrow,  care 
and  pain  an>l  toil,  ond  dioappointinents.    I  had  travelled 
from  Union  County,  Ind.  by  way  of  Conilersville,  Rushville, 
Indianapolis,  L:artinsvillo,  Lambs  Bot'oons  in  the  year  1827 
and  was  shov.ii  from  the  place  of  meeting  v/horo  the  "Old 
Traceway  n.m",  abovit  one  quarter  of  a  mile  distant;  and 
descending'  a  hill  on  horseback  I  espied  a  largo  rattlesnake 
crawlinrr  along  the  narrow  trace.    I  alighted  and  killed 
his  nno-liechip  and  mounted  up  on  my  horse  and  pursued  my 
joiUTiey  by  way  of  Spencer,  Fairplay,  Lattas  Creek,  Black 
Crook  to' Knox  County,  Ind.    This  will  explain  ray  interest 
of  this  meeting. . 

James  Polkc. 


^ 
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